Family and Friends email from December 28, 2008 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Patrick Elie - www.6juin1944.com

Date: 12/24/2008 6:48:07 AM

To: 

Subject: Merry Christmas and Happy new Year 2009

 

  Dear Friends

 

All the family join me to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New

Year 2009.

We hope that all is ok for you and that all will be ok during next year.

Best Wishes

---

Patrick Elie - Webmaster

http://www.6juin1944.com
http://www.the-snafu-special.com
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	John:
 

It is a mystery to me why families wait until their loved ones are gone to try and find out information on them or their friends. There are so few 505 vets
Still living that it is difficult to get any information. Anyway, here is what I have from my roster.
 

GO#16407     A Company   Carberry, James A      ASN 13125601       CIB-Italy          Died=4-21-82 


-------Original Message-------
 

From: Jan Bos

Date: 12/28/2008 1:30:25 PM

To: undisclosed-recipients: ,

Subject: 376th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion

 

dear friends, 
>    
> now available - an [electronic] book on DVD 
the original book (in English) was printed in 1992 and counted 226 pages coffee table size.
>   
> The complete story of the 376th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division 
during World War Two. 
>  

> There are twenty chapters, 310 pages A4 format:
> The story covers : training in Fort Benning, Fort Bragg and North Africa - the fighting in Sicily - including the "friendly fire disaster" - Salerno and Anzio in Italy, recovering/recuperation in England, action again in Holland, Belgium and northern Germany.
>     
> Also on the DVD:
> chapter 1: the story
> chapter 2: picture gallery: contain pictures from all theaters (United States, North Africa, Sicily, Salerno, Anzio, England, Holland, the Bulge, Germany
> chapter 3: Written in Stone: containing
> - Roll of Honor - per theater (christian and family name, rank, ASN, state of origin, date of death, battery, if known location and circumstances, name of the temporary cemetery, plot and grave number, date of burial, location of final interment
> - Roll of Honor – per name – contain seventy-five Individual Burial Files for every 376th paratrooper killed, died of wounds or missing (correspondence between government and family) – also picture of grave or Wall of Missing
> - grave registration – taps (in word and bugle sound - casualty reports – returning the dead – temporary cemeteries – American Cemeteries in Africa and Europe (American Battle Monuments Commission) – National Cemeteries - Purple Heart – folding the flag
> Chapter 4: voices of the veterans
> Chapter 5: other reports – of every theater
> Chapter 6: post war years
> Chapter 7: Airborne Songs
> Chapter 8: women in the 82nd’s life (Martha Gellhorn, Marlene  Dietrich and Axis Sally)
> Chapter 9: Order of St Barbara
> Chapter 10: Sounds of C-47’s
> Chapter 11: video clips
        many reports - mostly in PDF file - do not print the files, before checking the number of pages !!!!!
        >>>>>> Requirements for viewing: a computer with a DVD reader.
> Please note attached DVD cover, designed by Steve Gugerty. 
> Steve is a nephew of Private First Class John R. Gugerty, D Battery, killed on 28 January 1945 near St Vith during the Battle of the Bulge. John is buried in the Henri Chapelle American Cemetery, grave E-10-28. I have adopted John's grave and visit him every year
>     
> I only ask a donation of $ 20.00 to cover the cost of buying DVD's, printing cover/decal and mailing/postage to you. Sorry no checks or money order !! Money will also be used for further research !
>     
> My mailing address is
>     
> Jan Bos               
>     
> Dukaatstraat 5
>     
> 6532 RE Nijmegen, Holland
> PS. Information regarding Copyright: THE ORGINAL BOOK (1992) HAS COPYRIGHT
It took a lot of work AND time to produce this DVD. Unfortunately, I was unable to protect the DVD with a working copy protection program. However, I would like to ask each buyer to refrain from copying or remarketing this DVD.
 

PHOTOS: Panthers Join Warriors to Search Banks of Tigris
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	http://newsblaze.com/story/20081228064357zmil.nb/topstory.html
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT




---Original Message-------
 

From: kevindistel@aol.com
Date: 12/29/2008 4:40:28 PM

To: jimspix@charter.net
Subject: Write up for Joel Babcock

 

Hey Jim, 

Here is the write up for Joel, nice guy, very quiet, but very smart. Really cherished his friendship with Spencer Wurst. Shame. 

See ya
 
Kevin 

All, 
 
It seems that lately we've seen far too many emails come across announcing the death of a veteran or Friends and Family member. Unfortunately I must use this space to report the untimely passing of another 505th Friends and Family member. 
 
Joel Babcock, who attended the last reunion in Dayton unexpectedly passed away last week due to a pulmonary embolism. He was 51. 
 
Joel was a veteran of the US Marine Corps and his dad was a WWII vet serving with the 44th Bomb Group, 8th Air Force. 

Joel was an avid collector of WWII and Civil War artifacts. He also lived near Spencer Wurst and was truly excited each time he would have a conversation with Col Wurst about his wartime experiences. Joel took it all in and greatly appreciated the time Col Wurst spent with him. 
 
I met Joel on a tour of Normandy in 2007 and got to know him better during the time since. Joel maintained that one of the highlights of his life was being asked, along with 3 other veterans of the US Armed Forces, to raise the American flag over the American cemetery at Omaha Beach as part of the ceremony that opens that the facility for the day. 
 
Attached are Photos of the vets who raised the flag. L to R. Don Burgett, A-506/101AB WWII, Joel Babcock, Mark "Sparky" Patterson, 505th vet (Grenada, combat jump) and 505th F&F member, Maj. Don La Rue (82nd 101st, multiple other u nits). 

<a href="http://good-times.webshots.com/photo/2804441530102229665SnzlQQ"><img src="http://thumb5.webshots.net/t/72/172/4/41/53/2804441530102229665SnzlQQ_th.jpg" alt="5-07 Flag raising Omaha Joel B, Don B, Sparky Maj, Don LaRue"></a>


<a href="
http://good-times.webshots.com/photo/2461765860102229665ZPtdEL"><img
 src="http://thumb5.webshots.net/t/66/566/7/65/86/2461765860102229665ZPtdEL_th.jpg" alt="5-07 Omaha Flag raising"></a>


Also attached is Joel's obituary. 
 http://www.post-journal.com/page/content.detail/id/519148.html 

May he Rest in Peace
	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Katie Troccoli, Wash Square
Date: 12/30/2008 5:53:18 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT
Cc: Michael Steele
Subject: Fw: need help

 

Family and Friends,
Attached is a photo of John Marvin Steele (on the left) with another person and a baby.  Does anyone know who the other person is or the baby?

I have copied this e mail to John's nephew Michael who asked me to forward it to the world of Airborne to see if we can identify the people.

Best Wishes everyone and happy new year!

Much affection!

Katie Dumke Troccoli

HI Katie, finally back and while not quite 100% rested I am feeling better. I was wondering if you could put this pic out there in the 82nd Airborne community to determine the identity of the other fellow with my uncle. How was Christmas?
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	Marvin1942Metropolis.jpg
284K   View   Download  


-------Original Message-------
 

From: msteele

Date: 12/30/2008 9:56:09 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: need help

 

Katie, the man in the swing is my grandfather Alvin Steele and the baby is my father John Steele. I am interested in finding out the identity of the other paratrooper. Hope EVERYONE had a great Christmas. Thanks in advance for any assistance. 

 

In his service <><

 

Michael

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Katie Troccoli, Wash Square

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Cc: Michael Steele

Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2008 4:53 PM

Subject: Fw: need help

	Family and Friends,
Attached is a photo of John Marvin Steele (on the left) with another person and a baby.  Does anyone know who the other person is or the baby?

I have copied this e mail to John's nephew Michael who asked me to forward it to the world of Airborne to see if we can identify the people.

Best Wishes everyone and happy new year!

Much affection!

Katie Dumke Troccoli

HI Katie, finally back and while not quite 100% rested I am feeling better. I was wondering if you could put this pic out there in the 82nd Airborne community to determine the identity of the other fellow with my uncle. How was Christmas?


 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Jan Bos

Date: 12/12/2008 5:59:23 AM

To: undisclosed-recipients: ,

Subject: Wreathes Across America

 

>  dear friends,
>  
> check this out
>  
> greetings from overseas
>  Jan Bos
>  
I’m forwarding this because I can never repay what our military have given to me & my family. This Wreathes Across America cannot compete with American Idol or pro foot ball. But their efforts keep me focused on the real heroes of America. 

> > http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6du7TgAClk 
> > 
 
----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Yuri B." <hurtge

To: "Family and Friends 505RCT" <

Sent: Monday, December 15, 2008 4:56 AM

Subject: Re: FW: Hurtgen Forest involvement.

· Thank you for forwarding my message.
> 
> Somehow this one came in my spam folder, so I didn't noticed it until today.
> I would be greatful for any information about the involvement of the 505RCT during the penetration of the Westwall / Hurtgenforest.
> 
> Yuri Beckers. > 
> --- On Tue, 11/18/08, jsparry@comcast.net <jsparry@comcast.net> wrote:
> 
>> From: jsparry@comcast.net <jsparry@comcast.net>
>> Subject: FW: Hurtgen Forest involvement.
>> To: "Family and Friends 505RCT" <f
>> Cc: hurtgeni
>> Date: Tuesday, November 18, 2008, 12:10 PM
>> -------------- Forwarded Message: --------------
>> From: < 
>> To: <jsparry@comcast.net>
>> 
>> Subject: Hurtgen Forest involvement.
>> Date: Wed, 29 Oct 2008 15:07:02 +0000
>> 
>> > Hi, I would like to gather information about the
>> involvement of the 505th 
>> > during the battle of the Hurtgen forest.
>> > Is there any place where I can place a post for
>> information?
>> > I would like to gather some personal stories form men
>> who were there 
>> > during february 1945.
>> > 
>> > Thanks if you have any tips for me.
>> > I am looking for informaton to publish on a website
>> and maybe a future 
>> > booklet.
>> > 
>> > Yuri
>> >

-------Original Message-------
 

Jil & Dom and Sandee,
So sorry to hear of your dads accident and surgery. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and we all pray for a speedy recovery of your Dad, Gordon Smith.
Please keep us posted.
[image: image23]
 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 1/29/2009 2:09:17 PM

Subject: Illness of Gordon Smith (My Dad)

 

All
I have just returned from being in San Antonio with our Dad since the day of his surgery. I am to leave for France tomorrow so had to come home.
I want to thank those of you who I had already informed of his accident and surgery and to tell you how very much he has enjoyed the resulting emails from many of you. I sat and read them to him and he was very touched.
He is in and out of moments of lucidity-but the Drs seem to feel some of this could be due to the morphine and other medications.It is scary to contemplate how much he has been affected by this- and what the long term outlook is going to be with him having to give up his independence and be in the skilled nursing facility.
Thank you all for your continued prayers and support-as I told him he is very well loved and thought of by many.
My brother Mark will be going to visit with him soon-luckily there are 4 of us kids to help and be there at different times.
We were stressing to him that he needs to get better to go to Normandy and to receive his Legion d' Honneur. This is truly a high honor and Dom and I are very proud of this and the effort of many that went into this happening. 
Best to all and hope to see many of you in June
Jil and Dom 



	Hello All,
Sorry to send a email blast, but just do not have the time or computer availability to call and/or contact everyone individually.
For those of you who already know about my Dad, sorry to be repetitive.
Dad took a fall last Saturday (Jan. 24th), was rushed to the emergency room...has a broken left hip, had surgery on Sunday afternoon, was in intensive care until last night, now in a medical room at North Central Baptist Hospital, Room 472, San Antonio, TX.
The hip site is good. But, many other problems, kidneys, heart, pressure sores, lungs, and who knows what else.
Margo and I have been with him constantly, taking small breaks to relieve each other. Hospital care sucks!
He is suffering from a lot of severe muscle pain and cramps in his legs. Not eating well, not really resting.
The plan was to have him up and transferred to a skilled nursing/rehab place today...but that's not going to happen with all the other problems arising. He is weak, mostly not aware of a lot of things.
I am worried.
He's such a fighter and such a survivor....but he is 93 and this is so difficult a climb for him.
We have looked at skilled nursing centers and believe we've found a good one close by. Playing it hour by hour.
Should he be transferred he will spend at least a month or two there and then we have no idea if he will be truly independent after that. 
We appreciate cards, letters and certainly prayers. The hospital phone rings and wakes him, so we ask that no one call there right now.
We check his mail at his home, so you may send mail there. When he is able to communicate by phone, we will let you know that information.
His mailing address...20450 Huebner Road, #803, San Antonio, TX 78258
My cell:   281-797-7587
Margo's Cell: 210-863-6980
Margo's Home: 830-980-5072
Pray with us for his recovery.
Going to France this year is naturally on hold, but...the day before he fell he did receive the news from France that he has been awarded the French Legion of Honor - as Chevalier!
This is huge!  Many people have worked hard to make this happen, Martine LeLay (in Paris), John Collett (with the French Consulate here),and myself. We were to plan a time and date for the actual presentation, but that is on hold right now. So sad, wish we could be more positive and we are trying to be so.
Thanks for loving him, I do so much and this is breaking our hearts. We are so grateful for all friends and loved ones and their help and caring.
Sincerely,
Sandee (oldest daughter of Gordon)


	 

-------Original Message-------
 

Subject: Taps: Steven Epps Sr. F Co. 505PIR

 

 

It saddens me deeply to inform everyone that Steven Epps, F Company 505PIR, passed away on Friday night, Jan 30th. Steve Jr. called me Sat. morning with the bad news. Steve had been in the hospital a couple of days with heart problems and he was given a pacemaker last Wednesday. That didn't help much and his heart finally gave out. 

 

I first met Steve Epps in 1946 when he visited my Mother and Dads home in Asheville, NC. Steve was on his honeymoon with his wife Mary and he came to talk to our parents about my brother Charles. He and Charles were good friends after they realized they were from the same hometown, Rock Hill,SC. 

Steve was a replacement to the 505PIR, joining the regiment in Cookstown, N. Ireland in December 1943. Upon leaving Quorn, England 31 May 1944 the 505PIR was moved to the airport staging area (Cotswold, I think) they awaited D Day orders. The night before the invasion Steve told me he and Charles made a pact that if anything happened to one of them the other one would visit their parents back home. When the cemetery's in Sainte Mer Eglise were disinterred in the spring of 1948 Charles body was shipped home for burial in the family cemetery in Rock Hill, SC. On June 5, 1948 my brother finally came home. What is so special is that Steve Epps & John Zunda, both of F Company and Charles close friends came to the funeral as his Pall Bearers. Having Steve & John there meant so very much to me and my family. 

 

Our hearts go out to Steve Epps Jr and his family at this difficult time. Our deepest sympathy from all of our Family & Friends.

 

Condolences can be sent to: Steve Epps, Jr.
222 Stoney Creek Dr.
Greenville, SC 29607                                                        Pictures are from 505RCT Reunion Ft Bragg 2007

                                                                                   

[image: image24]
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT
 

	





3 attachments —  
	


	DSC_0670.JPG
46K   View   Download   


	


	DSC_0654.JPG
36K   View   Download   


	


	DSC_0646.JPG
33K   View   Download   


	[image: image29.png]


Reply
	
	[image: image30.png]


Forward
	
	


From: Ellen Peters
Date: 1/31/2009 11:33:21 AM

To: 

Subject: Steve Epps

 

	Jim Blankenship called me this morning and informed me that Steve Epps passed away last night.  Jim is away until Sunday and has asked me to inform you of Steve's death.  

 

Steve served in F Co. was a close friend of Jim's brother, Charles.  I believe he served as a pall bearer at Charles' funeral when he was returned home after the war.  Steve was one of the first 505 veterans I met when I attended my first 505 reunion at Ft. Bragg in 2005.  I last saw him at the 2007 reunion.  He was a wonderful man with a great sense of humor.  He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

 

Condolences can be sent to: Steve Epps, Jr.
                                           222 Stoney Creek Dr.
                                           Greenville, SC 29607

 

Ellen


-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 1/31/2009 6:38:04 PM

Subject: Re: Steve Epps

 

Gene: Well said and well written. Each of these veterans are gem stones. For every one that passes away, the remaining are all the more precious to us. I believe those of us who are truly saddened to hear of the loss of such men see each of them representing something noble in a generation that is passing. And while time and progress, as we call it, gives us eternal hope, we mourn and fear that these men take something with them that we may not see again in our country. Hopefully, they have passed on just enough of that special something they had--to men such as yourself-- that makes us proud to call ourselves Americans. 
Bob


-----Original Message-----
From: Gene Garren < 
To: Ellen Peters < 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Steve Epps

Once again the laws of nature and our limited time on earth has taken it's toll on another man who helped save the world.  These men were my heros as a small boy and have continued to be throughout my life and military career right up to today.  I always feel that a little part of what is good, great, and special has been lost from our country and the world. While I know all of this is in God's plan and that Steve along with others is not really dead but in another and better place.  Bob Murphy said in the recent D-Day Documentary (that also included Roy Creek, Francis Lamoureux, Howard Manion, Walter Ehlers, Bobby Fleuillye) " They are not really dead.  We will see them again".  So on that note I am sure Bob and the gang have welcomed Steve, handed him a fine glass of French Wine, and have said "Welcome Home Steve and a job well done".  

God Bless all our wonderful veterans who are either here or on eternal leave. 

Gene Garren (the old Special Forces Weapons man)

On Jan 31, 2009, at 11:33 AM, Ellen Peters wrote:

	Jim Blankenship called me this morning and informed me that Steve Epps passed away last night.  Jim is away until Sunday and has asked me to inform you of Steve's death.  

 

Steve served in F Co. was a close friend of Jim's brother, Charles.  I believe he served as a pall bearer at Charles' funeral when he was returned home after the war.  Steve was one of the first 505 veterans I met when I attended my first 505 reunion at Ft. Bragg in 2005.  I last saw him at the 2007 reunion.  He was a wonderful man with a great sense of humor.  He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

 

Condolences can be sent to: Steve Epps, Jr.
                                          
                                           Greenville, SC 

 

Ellen


-------Original Message-------
 

From: Kevin Distel

Date: 2/1/2009 11:01:11 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Steve Epps

 

All,  

I'm very sorry to hear of Mr Epp's passing. I had the privilege of sitting next to him at dinner at the 2007 reunion, I had some great conversations with him. He was quite a gentleman,  and I'm very sorry I will not be afforded the privilege of sharing his company again. 

Rest in Peace Mr. Epps. 

Kevin

	From: john mccann

Date: 2/2/2009 9:56:01 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Taps: Steven Epps Sr. F Co. 505PIR
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From: Shannon Brooks

Date: 2/3/2009 6:49:08 PM

Subject: 65th D-Day anniversary at D-Day Memorial
Dear Sir:

I oversee operation of the Archives of the National D-Day Memorial in Bedford, Virginia. Your email address was forwarded to me by our group tour coordinator, Rusty Nix, since your veterans’ unit has planned to attend the 65th anniversary of D-Day commemoration here in June 2009. We are very excited about your visit this summer and are pleased that you will be able to join us for this momentous gathering.

I am writing to let you know about an opportunity we have available for D-Day veterans to have their oral histories recorded during their visit as part of the 65th anniversary events. The Memorial is a partner in the Library of Congress’ Veterans History Project, responsible for gathering and preserving interviews with D-Day veterans about their service in WWII. We will have a number of recording stations set up on June 6th in anticipation of record numbers of D-Day veterans in attendance, and we are seeking veterans who would like to be interviewed and have their stories preserved.

Interviews last approximately 20 minutes and must be scheduled in advance. Participants will receive a question list in advance to help them prepare for the interview. Volunteers and staff members of the Memorial will conduct the interviews in a quiet, private setting, and participants will receive a copy of their interview in the mail following the 65th anniversary.

If members of your unit would like to have their histories recorded during their visit, please have them contact me at (540) 586-2277 or toll-free at (800) 351-3329 to schedule an interview for June 6th at the Memorial. I can also be reached via email at 

Thank you for your time and assistance, and for your service to our nation. I look forward to seeing you in June.

Sincerely,

Shannon Brooks
Associate for Research and Publications
National D-Day Memorial Foundation
P.O. Box 77
Bedford, VA 24523

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Katie Troccoli, Wash Square

Date: 12/31/2008 11:54:58 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Cc: Michael Steele

Subject: Ready

 

	Hi All!

I want to share a happy moment with Family and Friends.  I had been looking for a copy of the book "Ready" by Alan Langdon for a couple of years.  I found copies on the Internet but the cost was over $200. which I refused to pay.  My children however, purchased a copy for me for Christmas.  Inside the front cover was an inscription and signature of Chaplin Wood.  To open such a wonderful gift and have Chaplin Wood's signature was one of the best gifts I have ever received.  It brought tears to my eyes.

 

Now I am looking for a copy of Robert Murphy's book "No Better Place to Die".  I was on a list to get one from Bob when he reprinted it.  With his passing that may not happen I am afraid.  If anyone knows where I can purchase a copy I would appreciate the information.

 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and will have a great New Year!

 

Airborne!

 

Katie

Katie Dumke Troccoli, Broker
Washington Square Realtors
827 Columbus St.
Ottawa, IL 61350


 
From: tialm@

Date: 12/31/2008 5:14:15 PM

To: 

 

I wish all members of Family and Friends of the 505th a very Happy New Year ! Bonne Année 2009 ! 
 

Warmest regards.
 

Anne L. MORVAN & Bruno Jr
Calais
France 
-------Original Message-------
 

Subject: Jim Lemaire's wife Yo passed away

 

 

All,
 

I was sorry to hear today of the passing of Jim Lemaire's wife, Yo. 
 

Jim said "She had heart problems and went peacefully , We shall have her memorial Saturday. Please keep her in your prayers. I am doing OK and am comforted to know that the children are all near me if I should need."
 

Many of you know Jim even though he was unable to come to recent reunions due to caring for his wife. Jim was in A Co. as well as 2HHC of the 
505 PIR during WWII. He is also a member and supporter of Family & Friends.
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Jim and his family. 
 

 

[image: image34]
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

-------Original Message-------
 

Subject: Merry Christmas

 

Sorry I did not get this out sooner. Jean & I were spending Christmas week with the grand kids.
Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 12/24/2008 4:13:57 PM

To: FAMILY and FRIENDS 505RCT

Subject: Merry Christmas

 

Merry Christmas
 to all my Family& friend's friends.
 

In this special night of calm and peace we will remember how sad was the same night of the winter 1944-45 and how the GI's and all civilians suffered during this period of festivities. I can't avoid to thing bitterly about this on this evening.
In this Christmas eve night, the 82nd Airborne Division was ordered to withdraw to a strait new front line several kilometers back and their covering forces lost some men this night. 
It was a hard journey in the night as I know how hard it is to travel by foot in that area up and down hills in cold freezing weather and slighly falling snow with all gear and equipment. We know those areas which are the roads taken each years by our march "In the Footsteps of the 82nd Airborne Division".
Emile Lacroix
82nd  "All American "Jeep Gp"
Associated with the 
82nd Airborne
War memorial Museum
Fort Bragg N.C.
------Original Message-------
 

From: Jan Bos

Date: 1/4/2009 1:54:27 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re:Fw: Ridgway and his staff - Sicily

 

greetings from Nijmegen. I ahve the same picture, do not know the officers flanking General Ridgway, the soldier second from right may be an infantryman from the 1st Infantry Division, who landed near Gela in Sicily. General Ridgway made his landing near Gela as well. Do not know when the pictures was taken - first week of July 1943 ??

Jan Bos


> Datum: 03/01/09 10:57 AM
> Van: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" 
> Aan: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" 
> CC: 
> Onderwerp : Fw: Ridgway and his staff - Sicily


> 
> 

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Patrick Elie - www.6juin1944.com

Date: 1/3/2009 3:47:14 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Ridgway and his staff - Sicily

 

Hello

 

Attached is a picture of Matthew B. Ridgway taken in Sicily in 1943. The

caption speak only about "his staff".

Do you know the names of the other men on the picture?

Thanks

---

Patrick Elie - Webmaster


	Thanks Tim: Julius is looking pretty good for 85 and a couple of these pictures were made at The Airborne Awards last April 2008 in Atlanta................ see below.
 

Airborne...... Jim
 

 

From: 

Date: 01/07/09 00:28:36

To: 

Subject: Julius Eisner

 
	
	


    I'm sure that many of you have met Julius Eisner.  He was a member of D-Company and jumped in Salerno, D-Day as a Pathfinder and also into Holland.  He was seriously wounded in Holland and was sent to Antwerp and back to England.  During his hospital stay, he was told he would probably not walk again.  He later started feeling better and decided to leave the "nice life" in the hospital and get back to the 82nd over in France.  How would he do this?  Well, he had a friend, not far away in the Army Air Corps.  Julius caught a flight to Chartres and was later picked up by MP's in Paris.  He spent a night "on the house" as he was AWOL.  However, they believed his story (trying to get back to the unit).  They got him up to Camp Soissons and he again learned that "the 82nd wasn't there".  They were in Belgium.  Well, they got him back to D-Company of 12 January 1945.  And the men were happy to see him.  Something else: 12 January is a very memorable day for Julius. It's his birthday!  

 

Maybe some of you can send him a card. He'll be a "young" 85 on 12 January.  He will also be back in Normandy this June.  

 

Here's his address:    Julius Eisner

                                

                                , FL

                                                 

You can tell him that I gave you the address!  

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com  


***********************************************************************************************************************************************
053 - Barbara Fauntleroy and Julius Eisner.JPG
050 - Frank Bilich, Ray Fary, and Julius Eisner.JPG
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 1/8/2009 12:53:01 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Emile Lacroix interviewed by Stars and Stripes

 

	  A freind sent me the below link to a Stars and Stripes article about Emile Lacroix's "In the Footsteps of the 82nd" march.

 

Ellen 

 


> Article Subject: Winter walk to retrace 82nd Airbornes
> steps in Battle of
> the Bulge
> 
> 
> http://www.stripes.com/article.asp?section=104&article=59866


	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Jan Bos

Date: 1/8/2009 8:13:50 AM

To: undisclosed-recipients: ,

Subject: 82nd Airborne march 2009

 

Dear friends
 

check out the following. Members of the "Groesbeek Airborne Friends", and family/friends will be present to walk the march to honor the 82nd Airborne Division , we have been there for several years now. It is always a pleasure to meet our friend Emile LaCroix and his friends from the Jeep Group who organize the march, Emile is really a great guy. Veterans of the 82nd have also been present in the past.
 

This short note to inform you that the 27th edition of the march "In the footsteps of the 82nd Airborne Division" is scheduled for Saturday February 14, 2009. 
 

For more information click this website: 
 

Website: http://82ndairbornemarch2009.blogspot.com/ :
 

This site also shows the pictures of the last February 2008 march
 

check also 
>  
> http://www.stripes.com/article.asp?section=104&article=59866
> 

for an interview with Emile LaCroix
 

the march is well organized, preceeded by laying wreathes and playing taps, the number of participants is growing every year: participants from Belgium, Holland, American military stationed in Germany, I have seen British, even one from Denmakr - also present reenactors
greetings from overseas
 

Jan  Bos
 

	





2 attachments 
	


	MARCH_2009_MAP_ITINERARY Web.jpg
218K   View   Download   


	


	Invit march English.pdf
286K   View   Download   


	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Katie Troccoli, Wash Square

Date: 1/8/2009 10:26:46 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Fw: Rare family photo

 

OK Friends,  

Michael  Steele just sent me this note.  Does anyone remember a Willie?

Katie Dumke Troccoli


--- On Wed, 1/7/09, msteele < wrote:

From: msteele < 
Subject: Fw: Rare family photo
To: "Katie Troccoli" < 
Date: Wednesday, January 7, 2009, 9:44 PM

Katie, I think I may have found he first name (first name) of the other soldier. On the back of one of the pictures of Marvin, The man in civilian clothes and the other soldier (they are standing and the civilian is in the middle and the other soldier is holding what appears to be a baby bundle (bottle of booze I'm sure ha ha ha) is a narrative that reads "Marvin, Willie, Clyde Kilgore- the bundle in Willie's arms is the baby if you know what I mean. They had a drunken time that day. So, the civilian man is named Clyde and the soldier's first name is Willie.

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: msteele

To: Katie Troccoli

Sent: Saturday, January 03, 2009 11:21 PM

Subject: Fw: Rare family photo

 

Subject: Rare family photo

Katie, thought you might like a copy of this photo of my uncle. Marvin is on the back row all the way to the right. Next to Marvin is my uncle James he was in the USMC and fought in the Pacific campaigns (Guadal Canal almost killed him). My uncle Norman (first on the left in the light-colored suit was a tanker in the USA and he was killed in Germany about 3 weeks before the war ended. Next to Norman is my uncle Vernon a post master. Next to Vernon is my grandfather Alvin. He was a musician. They were all very young kids back then when this was taken. My Aunt Mary on the left side of the couch was about 15 years old when this was taken. Then there is my Great Grandmother Josephine and my Great Grandfather John. The other daughter is my aunt Velma. Not sure the ages of the others but could ask my dad. He might know.

 

Mike
 

	





3 attachments —  
	


	Steele.jpg
256K   View   Download   
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 01/08/09 21:21:55

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Fw: la marche en 3D

 

Emile sent me the below link to this year's march route in 3D.

 

Ellen

--- On Thu, 1/8/09, Emile Lacroix < > wrote:

From: Emile Lacroix < 
Subject: la marche en 3D
Date: Thursday, January 8, 2009, 3:09 PM

The itinerary of the 82nd Airborne march in 3D
L'itinéraire de la marche 82nd Airborne en 3D
 

 

	





	


	GoogleEarth_Image.jpg
214K   View   Download  


	Sent: Thursday, January 08, 2009 5:28 PM

Subject: 65th Anniversary D-Day Schedule

Dear Friends,

 

Attached is our first announcement of the pre-program for the 65th Anniversary of D-Day (June 2009).  I have combined some of the Ste. Mère-Eglise events as well as our own.  I will provide you with updates as they occur.  Any errors are my own.  Please feel free to ask questions.

 

We are fortunate this year to have a whole day dedicated to the Gourbesville and Amfreville areas.  This seems much more practical as we have so many activities planned.  Obviously, Ste. Mère-Eglise agreed and approved the date.  June 4.  Please plan to join us !!!!   

 

I would love to know who will be coming to Normandy.  Please let me know.  You never know what we may plan to do.  Thanks for your assistance!  We look forward to seeing you here!!!

 

Vivian Roger, Secretary
Association U. S. Normandie "mémoire et gratitude"
[image: image45]
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

	


	


	2009 D-Day Schedule English.doc
26K   View as HTML   Open as a Google document   Download   


	Subject: San Antonio Reunion

 

 

Hear are a few pictures of John Clancy and his buddies at the 505RCT 2006 Reunion in San Antonio.

 

 

DSC_0075.JPG 

DSC_0144.JPG

CIMG1002.JPG

CIMG1004.JPG

 

 

These pictures were sent with Picasa, from Google.

Try it out here: http://picasa.google.com/
 

[image: image47]
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

ff505rct@charter.net
 

	


	ubject:: Services - John Clancy
	
	


	--- On Mon, 1/12/09, Colleen < > wrote:

From: Colleen < 
Date: Monday, January 12, 2009, 6:26 PM

Services for my Dad, John W. Clancy will be as follows: 

Visitation will be on Wednesday 6-8 PM with a rosary service starting at 5:30 PM, Green Acres Mortuary (Chapel), 401 N. Hayden Rd., Scottsdale, AZ. (North east corner of McKellips and Hayden Rd.). Services will be on Thursday, January 15, 2009, 10:00 AM, Holy Cross Catholic Church, 1244 S. Power Rd., Mesa, AZ (take the 60 to Power Rd exit, turn north [left), Church is just north of Superstition Mall on west side of street (left). 

In lieu of flowers Contributions can be made in Dad's name to:  St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church, "Building Fund" (please make sure that is noted on the donation) PO Box 849, Higley, AZ  85236.  My Dad was so worried he'd never get a chance to see the church built, we have been having Mass in a school gym for several years now.  He so wanted to see the church built, this was one of his last wishes.  I know this would greatly please him.

Much Love to all,

Colleen Clancy-Smith and Family

Begin forwarded message:

From: Colleen <
Date: January 11, 2009 4:03:27 PM GMT-07:00
Subject: John Clancy
Today, at 2:46 PM, my beloved father, John W. Clancy, 86, passed away after suffering with COPD.  His lungs just couldn't hold on.  His heart and kidneys were working pretty good.  He didn't want to be kept a live with the ventilator.  Dad spent 40 + years with Motorola, started with Galvin Manufacturing after the war which as we all know became Motorola.  He was a very PROUD WWII Vet, he was in the 82nd Airborne Division, 505 paratroop infantry, Company B.  He jumped into all major campaigns in Europe and saved many lives as a Medic.  He was one tough Irishman, all the way to the end.  He was a very very proud man.

More to come on serves.
Thank you all for your prayers and concerns.
Colleen


 

Subject: Loveland Paratrooper Killed In Iraq - Denver News Story - KMGH Denver
 

 

Staff Sgt. Justin Bauer was serving in the 2nd.Battalion 505 PIR

 

http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/18465946/detail.html#-
 

[image: image48]
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	Another brave trooper has passed away. John Clancy, 505 PIR B Company Medic.
Our deepest sympathy and prayers goes out to his family and daughter, Colleen Clancy Smith.
 

Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 1/11/2009 9:01:48 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Fw: John Clancy

 

I received the following sad news from Colleen Clancy Smith, daughter of 505 medic, John Clancy.  I spoke to John on the phone a couple of months ago and he sounded well, so this is quite a shock. 

 

 John attended his first reunion in 2006.  He had not seen his buddies since 1945.  For me, it was quite a unique experience to see John reunited with his buddies.  You never would have guessed they had not seen each other in over 60 years. Everyone was so thrilled to see him.  The bond that only exists between men who have been in combat together was clearly visible.  It truly touched my heart.  The last night of the reunion fellow medic, Fred Morgan, and John sang "Blood on the Risers" with some of the guys from the Airborne Demonstration Team.  I have attached a picture of John and Fred.  

 

John was a special man and will be missed by all who knew him.

 

Ellen

--- On Sun, 1/11/09, Colleen <c> wrote:

From: Colleen < 
Subject: John Clancy
Date: Sunday, January 11, 2009, 5:03 PM

Today, at 2:46 PM, my beloved father, John W. Clancy, 86, passed away  

after suffering with COPD.  His lungs just couldn't hold on.  His  

heart and kidneys were working pretty good.  He didn't want to be kept  

a live with the ventilator.  Dad spent 40 + years with Motorola,  

started with Galvin Manufacturing after the war which as we all know  

became Motorola.  He was a very PROUD WWII Vet, he was in the 82nd  

Airborne Division, 505 paratroop infantry, Company B.  He jumped into  

all major campaigns in Europe and saved many lives as a Medic.  He was  

one tough Irishman, all the way to the end.  He was a very very proud  

man.

More to come on serves.

Thank you all for your prayers and concerns.

Colleen

>

>
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Gene Garren

Date: 1/13/2009 1:47:40 PM

To: Jim Blankinship Ellen Peters

Subject: Re: Taps: John Clancy

 

It's always sad to see a trooper of WW-II pass on although they are getting up there in age. I feel that another vital part of our nation has been taken away. It's never easy. God Bless John and his family. Gene Garren

- Show quoted text -


 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy

Date: 1/16/2009 11:31:32 PM

To: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT'

Subject: RE: ABC 13 - Local News (Asheville, NC)

 

The 504 will represent the 82nd Airborne well!  I wonder if any of you

remember that my dad was the Grand Marshall of Pres. Kennedy's Inaugural

Parade.  They had a blizzard in Washington the day and evening before the

Inauguration and Parade.  Washington doesn't know what to do with snow, but

at my dad's request, the Army sent men and shovels and trucks which worked

all night - and Kennedy had his Inauguration and Parade.  The Army saved the

day.

 

Barbara

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [

Sent: Friday, January 16, 2009 12:49 AM

To: Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy; Bob Burns; Ellen Peters; Jim Blankenship;

Genegarren; Joseph Schwan - 505th Prcht Inf; Katie Troccoli; Ray

Fary

Cc: Don McKeage, President 505RCT Assn.

Subject: ABC 13 - Local News (Asheville, NC)

 

http://www.wlos.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.nc/2c63b9c5-www.wlos.

com.shtml

 

 

  AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT
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	http://www.blackanthem.com/News/Military_News_1/Paratroopers-honor-fallen-comrade19161.shtml
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT




	-------Original Message-------
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY OTIS !!!
FROM ALL OF US @ FAMILY & FRIENDS
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 1/19/2009 9:41:31 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Happy Birthday, Otis

 

Please join me in wishing Otis Sampson a very happy birthday.  Otis is 98 years young today and still going strong!

 

Ellen Peters
 

 

	





3 attachments —
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 1/21/2009 8:43:47 AM

To: 

Subject: Bob Atkinson

 

    I would like to commend Bob Burns for such an excellent detailed story about Bob Atkinson as well as Ellen's story about the camaraderie of Bob Atkinson and Bob Fields after the war. A "life-long" relationship that was forged in combat. These guys were "truly a band of brothers".  I don't understand how Stephen Ambrose picked up on the "newbys (101st) and not the 82nd?  But anyway, this was a great story of great guys from "The Greatest Generation".  Again, thanks for passing it along.  And my condolences go out to the families of these guys as well as to their comrades, such as Ray Fary.  I hope to see you in Normandy this June Ray. I owe you a beer at the Stop Bar.  The euro as of this morning is: 1.29 to the U.S. $$$  That make's a draft beer (small) in a cheap plastic cup, only 5.16.  Maybe now that Budweiser has been bought out by ImBev in Europe, we can bring our own?   You can buy a beer at the Hilton for less then $5.16!  

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com  

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 1/20/2009 3:50:57 PM

To: 

Subject: TAPS-PFC Robert Atkinson, Hartsville, SC

 

Friends: I recieved a letter today from Phyllis Palmieri, that her father, Robert Atkinson, passed away Dec. 23, 2008 at the age of 86. Bob Atkinson was an "oldtimer" with C battery(Anti-Tank) of the 80th Airborne AA BN of the 82nd Airborne. 
After finalizing basic training  as part of the 5th Antiaircraft Training Battalion at Fort Eustis, Va, he was one of 11 from that outfit to be shipped to the 82nd Airborne at Fort Bragg in late March, 1943 to replace cadre who would not be going overseas in May. (My own father, Edward Burns, was one of the 11 and placed in D Battery (AA). 
Bob was an ardent supporter of the 82nd Assn and the 80th AA Reunions. For 65 years he remained a lifelong friend of his batterymate, Bob Fields of Pittsburgh. They attented the 505 Reunion in Bragg in 2006
Like many veterans, he thought himself lucky to survive the war by the Grace of God.
Loaded for Sicily, his glider mission was cancelled on D+2 because of the friendly fire incident over Gela and the loss of dozens of British gliders which landed in the ocean and crashed all shot up on the Sicilian terrain and mountain passes.
In Italy, his glider Mission to support the paratroopers in the capture of Rome was cancelled when the Mission was aborted on the eve of the Invasion of Italy--a certain death trap. Instead, his unit landed at Salerno weeks after the beachead was secured and he went to Naples as a troop of occupation and was "lucky" to only have to put up with bombing raids.
He landed in Normandy at 2100 hours in a British Horsa glider with his .57MM gun, crew and jeep. The Horsas were large, plywood death traps that were too big and fragile for hedgerows. His serial, scheduled for Landing Zone W near Les Forges, came in on time and landed on target, under heavy German AA and automatic weapons fire, all while the 82nd and Edson Raff's Task Force tried everything possible with smoke and flares to divert the gliders from this killing zone. Still, Atkinson and his gun squad emerged from one of the less than 10 Horsas which did not break apart to see others hitting treetops and breaking apart, men and equipment falling to certain injury and death. He was among the .57MM guns that made it to defend Ste Mere Eglise and later on JUne 16, 1044 was assigned to the 2nd BN 505. 
LTC Vandevort ordered his gun section (2, .57 MM guns) into Ste Saveur Le Vicomteto support E company which was bogged down in the town facing German armor and artillery in a rear guard action. the jeeps towed their gun to different locations. One became famous as Robert Cappa photgraphed it for Life Magazine after it had been knocked out by a mortar barrage, trying to KO a German tank at the other end of the street. Three mates were killed instantly, 5 more seriously wounded, one dying inside of 48 hours.
Fortunately, Bob was on the "other" gun crew which made it back to England.
He made his second glider rideinto Holland on Sept 23, this time in the American CG4-A WACO. Inside of 5 days, hewas in a foxholein the town of Erlecom when Pvt Ray Fary awakened him that a German Mark IV tank had approached from the woodline with infantry support. It was less than 100 yards away. He, Ray and CPL Boteler ran to the AT gun, turned it in the direction of the oncoming tank, loaded and fired at it only 65 yards away. The [projectile hit the drive sprocket wheel and stopped the tank. The infantry backed away and the gun crew took up firing positions . To this day, no one can explain why the tank ignored the gun crew and why is fired its MGs in another direction. At such a distance, a German tank would have had no trouble destrying an 80th AA gun crew--as others had done that morning.
But Bob survived to face the Battle of the Bulge where his crew found itself with the 504 in Rahier, defending the 504 against Kamphgruppe Peiper. The 504 caught helltaking Cheneux, but in doing so, it stopped any armored attempt in that sector. His crew could just have easily have been in Trois Ponts with the 505 where  4 AT gun crew members were KIA and 3 others seriously wounded in a tank attack.
In her letter, Mrs Palmeiri wrote..."He was a fighter and fought to the very end but his damaged heart could not carry onward. He loved the 80th AA and the 82nd Airborne. His fellow soldiers were never far from his thoughts...I promised him I would not let him be forgotten... Our nation is losing its greatest generation at an alrming rate...It will be left to sons, daughters and grandchildren to carry forward their sacrifice and service into the future."
Robert Atkinson's story is not unlike many others...but is one I happen to know and unique enough to share with all of you, who will be left to tell similar stories.
Bob

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 1/23/2009 6:49:06 A

To: "Undisclosed-Recipient:,"

Subject: Fw

 

That's what I call respect !
Friendly regards, vriendelijke groeten, salutations amicales,
	Filip Willems
Webmaster of the Official Site of the 
101st Airborne Division - 463rd Parachute Field Artillery   

	e-mail :
	

	web :
	http://www.ww2airborne.net/

	skype :
	airborne463pfa-fiwi

	- - -   P E R   A R D U A   A D   A S T R A   - - -     

	It's nice to be important, but it's more important to be nice!

	Historia est Magistra Vitae (Cicero)




----- Original Message ----- 

From: Ph.Colinet

To: Ph.Colinet

Sent: Sunday, January 18, 2009 5:48 PM

Subject: Highway of Heroes !!(eerst tekst lezen!)......daar hebben ze respect !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


 

	 

 

 

  
Highway of Heroes 
One of the busiest highways in Canada is Highway 401. 
Millions of cars travel on it daily.  The portion
between Canadian Forces Base Trenton and Toronto was
recently named 'Highway of Heroes.'  This is the
final trip home from Afghanistan for our fallen
soldiers as they arrive back in Canada and are taken
to the Ontario coroner's office in Toronto.   The
distance is about 100 miles.
 

This is what the families of the slain soldiers see as
they accompany their loved one on that final journey.

	


	Heros.pps
1611K   View as HTML   View as slideshow   Download   


 

	Subject: The 82nd Airborne Division will host its 63rd National Convention

 

 

The 82nd Airborne Division will host its 63rd National Convention from Aug. 19-22 in Indianapolis. Membership has veterans from the 11th, 13th, 17th, 82nd, 101st and today's special forces. The division is seeking the many veterans who have passed through in the past 66 years to record their deeds for history for younger generations. Combat is not a requirement, only the wings earned through hard work and determination. For complete details on events and membership, contact Airborne 2009, 5459 Northcutt Place, Dayton, OH 45414, call (937 or e-mail 

[image: image71]
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 2/6/2009 1:48:02 AM

To: m Family and Friends of the 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Ivan L. Thomas Co B 307th Eng

 

Does anyone have information regarding Ivan L. Thomas of the 307 Engineers? Please see below...

John Sparry

On Wed, Feb 4, 2009 at 5:38 AM, <mrmoeri@bluewin.ch> wrote:

Dear Sir,
i'm seeking for informations about Ivan L. Thomas #35091481.
All what i know is that he was in the B-307 Eng.  Is it possible, that he
was transfered from the 505th PIR to the 307th. I had the luck and honor
to purchase his Ike Jacket. But there are Infantry Insignias on his collar
and a CIB. And Engineers were not eligible to wear the CIB. So i would
appreciate every help to come to know if Ivan L. Thomas was a former
Infantryman and was transfered to the Engineers. I already know, that he
made the combat jump in Holland with the B-307. Is it also possible to
come to know how many combat jumps he made and if he was wounded in
action.
thank you very much for your help
Markus Moeri
Switzerland

mrmoeri@

Albert J Silberger
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dwmderby

 to me 


	
	show details Feb 8 (6 days ago) 
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Dear John:  This name is not registered in our 505 Master roster. I came home on the  queen Mary, Landing in New York On Jan 3rd 46. 2nd Bn 505 pulled guard Duty for the ship.we loaded first on christmas day and were in mid ship. Wde had 15,000 people on board. the 82nd only had  6,ooo. so we had many other units including Nurses etc. the Queen Mary had never been changed over to a troop ship. His son is out  of luck, trying to find anything out on his father with us. Best to you
Don McKeage  Prez
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dwmderby < >

	to
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Family & Friends < >,
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John Sparry < >

	date
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Tue, Feb 10, 2009 at 4:57 AM

	subject
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Albert .J Silberger

	mailed-by
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charter.net
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Dear John & Jim: A few days ago I sent an E-Mail to John about Albert
Silberger. He is not listed in the 505 Master Roster, but for some reason
John did not receive same. When we came home. the 2nd Bn 505 was the guard duty on ship. we had 15,000 people on board. We loaded on
Christmas day and as guard we were assigned to Mid ship. was one of the Sgts of the guard. He very well could have been in one of the other units. Don Prez
Thank you!

Terry A Silberger




Date: Fri, 6 Feb 2009 10:29:34 -0800
Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger
From: 
To: 

Does anyone have information regarding Albert J. Silberger? 

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: TERRY SILBERGER < 
Date: Fri, Feb 6, 2009 at 4:47 AM
Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger
To: 


No, I have not heard anything back from anyone.  And unfortunately, when I try to get information directly from the Army they tell me all my father's records were destroyed in the St. Louis fire.  Any information at all that you could send would be very much appreciated.

Terry A Silberger





Date: Mon, 2 Feb 2009 19:20:24 -0800
Subject: Albert J. Silberger
From: 
To: 

Hello Terry,

I am the webmaster of www.505rct.org
I have recently changed email address and am going back to make sure I haven't missed anything. Can you please tell me if you have heard back from me previous to this email? If not, I will forward your message on to our organization.

Thank you for your patience.
John Sparry

----- Original Message ----- 

From: <

To: <

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 10:05 AM

Subject: Albert J. Silberger

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Feb 8 (7 days ago) 
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 2/6/2009 1:37:30 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT TERRY SILBERGER

Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

 

- Show quoted text -
Does anyone have information regarding Albert J. Silberger? 

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: TERRY SILBERGER < 
Date: Fri, Feb 6, 2009 at 4:47 AM
Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger
To: 


No, I have not heard anything back from anyone.  And unfortunately, when I try to get information directly from the Army they tell me all my father's records were destroyed in the St. Louis fire.  Any information at all that you could send would be very much appreciated.

Terry A Silberger





Date: Mon, 2 Feb 2009 19:20:24 -0800
Subject: Albert J. Silberger
From: 
To: 

Hello Terry,

I am the webmaster of www.505rct.org
I have recently changed email address and am going back to make sure I haven't missed anything. Can you please tell me if you have heard back from me previous to this email? If not, I will forward your message on to our organization.

Thank you for your patience.
John Sparry

----- Original Message ----- 

From: <

To: <

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 10:05 AM

Subject: Albert J. Silberger

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 to me 


	
	show details Feb 8 (6 days ago) 
	[image: image103.png]



Reply
[image: image104.png]






	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 2/8/2009 3:01:21 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

 

There is no Albert SIlberger on the 505 RCT master roster.
 
Ellen

--- On Sun, 2/8/09, Family & Friends 505 RCT < wrote:

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT <


Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

To: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" < 
Date: Sunday, February 8, 2009, 8:49 AM




#yiv1916222798 v\:* {}


#yiv1916222798 v\:* {

- Show quoted text -

}






 
 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry
Date: 2/6/2009 1:37:30 PM
To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT; TERRY SILBERGER
Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger
 Does anyone have information regarding Albert J. Silberger? 



>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger


---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: TERRY SILBERGER < 
Date: Fri, Feb 6, 2009 at 4:47 AM
Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger
To: 



No, I have not heard anything back from anyone.  And unfortunately, when I try to get information directly from the Army they tell me all my father's records were destroyed in the St. Louis fire.  Any information at all that you could send would be very much appreciated.

Terry A Silberger





Date: Mon, 2 Feb 2009 19:20:24 -0800
Subject: Albert J. Silberger
From: 





Hello Terry,

I am the webmaster of www.505rct.org
I have recently changed email address and am going back to make sure I haven't missed anything. Can you please tell me if you have heard back from me previous to this email? If not, I will forward your message on to our organization.

Thank you for your patience.
John Sparry

----- Original Message ----- 
From: < 
To: < 
Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 10:05 AM
Subject: Albert J. Silberger

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger
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Gene Garren

 to Ellen, Kenneth, Jerry, Frank, Marcie, Jim, me 


	
	show details Feb 9 (6 days ago) 
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Hello Jim and Ellen.  I have forwarded this email on to Rock Merritt of the 508, and Jerry Newton, and Frank Naughton and his secretary Marcie just in case Albert may have been in the 508, or 507.

Let's hope we can find something out.   Gene

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" <
Date: February 8, 2009 9:49:35 AM EST
To: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" <
Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger
	 

 

- Show quoted text -
-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 2/6/2009 1:37:30 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RT; TERRY SILBERGER

Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

 

Does anyone have information regarding Albert J. Silberger? 

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: TERRY SILBERGER < 
Date: Fri, Feb 6, 2009 at 4:47 AM
Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger
To:  


No, I have not heard anything back from anyone.  And unfortunately, when I try to get information directly from the Army they tell me all my father's records were destroyed in the St. Louis fire.  Any information at all that you could send would be very much appreciated.

Terry A Silberger





Date: Mon, 2 Feb 2009 19:20:24 -0800
Subject: Albert J. Silberger
From:  
To:  

Hello Terry,

I am the webmaster of www.505rct.org
I have recently changed email address and am going back to make sure I haven't missed anything. Can you please tell me if you have heard back from me previous to this email? If not, I will forward your message on to our organization.

Thank you for your patience.
John Sparry

----- Original Message -----

From: <

To: <

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 10:05 AM

Subject: Albert J. Silberger

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Feb 9 (5 days ago) 
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-------Original Message-------
 

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Cc: JoeSchwan - 505th Prcht Inf Regt

Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger

 

JOE>>>>>>>> There is certainly hope for us all to see Otis Sampson going strong at 98 years young.
I know I have been bringing bad news in the past months of our fallen comrades. As sad as that is we need to remember
these great paratroopers that have gone on to join those who fought side by side so many years ago. Their memory will
always be with us for their courage and dedication. My wife Jean and I had the honor to attend the funeral of Steve
Epps last Monday in Lancaster, SC. There was an overflow crowd of more that 300 friends and family attending. Steve Epps 
was not only a good friend but a person of great character and respect. An honor guard was present from Ft. Jackson and 
Taps was played. The US Flag was presented to Steve's son Steve Epps Jr.
 

AIRBORNE,
 

Jim
 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Joseph Schwan

Date: 2/9/2009 7:55:52 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger

 

JIM, IT SEEMS MORE AND MORE SO EVERY DAY THAT YOU HAVE BECOME THE OBITUARY INFO OFFICER NOT JUST A WEBMASTER, I AM SORRY TO SAY, AS SO MANY OF US WW2 GUYS ARE JUST JOINING OUR BROTHERS IN THE SKY---------------SO SAD, JUST TO EVEN THINK ABOUT IT, BU THE OLD LEADERS ARE GONE LONG NOW, AND I FEEL LIKE THE OLDEST GENT AROUND, BUT THANK GOD OLD OTIS SAMPSON IS STILL HERE, AND HAS ALL OF HIS MARBLES TOO, WHAT A SOLDIER HE WAS AND STILL IS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  GOD BLESS THEM ALL, AND NOW THAT THE TWO STALWARTS OF THE 505 ARE GONE, MURPHY AND TUCKER, THAT LEAVES JUST A FEW OF US LEFT..  GOD BLESS THEM ALL!!!!!!!!!!JOE



From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [mailto: 
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2009 7:50 AM


To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

- Show quoted text -
Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

- Show quoted text -
 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 2/6/2009 1:37:30 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT; TERRY SILBERGER

Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

 

Does anyone have information regarding Albert J. Silberger? 

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: TERRY SILBERGER < 
Date: Fri, Feb 6, 2009 at 4:47 AM
Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger
To: 


No, I have not heard anything back from anyone.  And unfortunately, when I try to get information directly from the Army they tell me all my father's records were destroyed in the St. Louis fire.  Any information at all that you could send would be very much appreciated.

Terry A Silberger





Date: Mon, 2 Feb 2009 19:20:24 -0800
Subject: Albert J. Silberger
From: 
To: 

Hello Terry,

I am the webmaster of www.505rct.org
I have recently changed email address and am going back to make sure I haven't missed anything. Can you please tell me if you have heard back from me previous to this email? If not, I will forward your message on to our organization.

Thank you for your patience.
John Sparry

----- Original Message ----- 

From: <

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 10:05 AM

Subject: Albert J. Silberger

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Feb 10 (5 days ago) 
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Frits Janssen

Date: 2/10/2009 3:11:16 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Albert J. Silberger

 

 

And now it is all to us, the younger generation, to keep the memory alive and make sure that it will never be forgotten what all these brave men did for our freedom.
 

Thanks again.
 

Frits Janssen
Mook, The Netherland
www.rememberseptember1944.com
 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Cc: JoeSchwan - 505th Prcht Inf Regt

- Show quoted text -
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 3:43 AM

Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger

JOE>>>>>>>> There is certainly hope for us all to see Otis Sampson going strong at 98 years young.
I know I have been bringing bad news in the past months of our fallen comrades. As sad as that is we need to remember
these great paratroopers that have gone on to join those who fought side by side so many years ago. Their memory will
always be with us for their courage and dedication. My wife Jean and I had the honor to attend the funeral of Steve
Epps last Monday in Lancaster, SC. There was an overflow crowd of more that 300 friends and family attending. Steve Epps 
was not only a good friend but a person of great character and respect. An honor guard was present from Ft. Jackson and 
Taps was played. The US Flag was presented to Steve's son Steve Epps Jr.
 

AIRBORNE,
 

Jim
 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Joseph Schwan

Date: 2/9/2009 7:55:52 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger

 

JIM, IT SEEMS MORE AND MORE SO EVERY DAY THAT YOU HAVE BECOME THE OBITUARY INFO OFFICER NOT JUST A WEBMASTER, I AM SORRY TO SAY, AS SO MANY OF US WW2 GUYS ARE JUST JOINING OUR BROTHERS IN THE SKY---------------SO SAD, JUST TO EVEN THINK ABOUT IT, BU THE OLD LEADERS ARE GONE LONG NOW, AND I FEEL LIKE THE OLDEST GENT AROUND, BUT THANK GOD OLD OTIS SAMPSON IS STILL HERE, AND HAS ALL OF HIS MARBLES TOO, WHAT A SOLDIER HE WAS AND STILL IS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  GOD BLESS THEM ALL, AND NOW THAT THE TWO STALWARTS OF THE 505 ARE GONE, MURPHY AND TUCKER, THAT LEAVES JUST A FEW OF US LEFT..  GOD BLESS THEM ALL!!!!!!!!!!JOE



From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [mailto: 
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2009 7:50 AM
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership
Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger
 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 2/6/2009 1:37:30 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505 RCT; TERRY SILBERGER

Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

 

Does anyone have information regarding Albert J. Silberger? 

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: TERRY SILBERGER < 
Date: Fri, Feb 6, 2009 at 4:47 AM
Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger
To: 


No, I have not heard anything back from anyone.  And unfortunately, when I try to get information directly from the Army they tell me all my father's records were destroyed in the St. Louis fire.  Any information at all that you could send would be very much appreciated.

Terry A Silberger





Date: Mon, 2 Feb 2009 19:20:24 -0800
Subject: Albert J. Silberger
From: 
To: 

Hello Terry,

I am the webmaster of www.505rct.org
I have recently changed email address and am going back to make sure I haven't missed anything. Can you please tell me if you have heard back from me previous to this email? If not, I will forward your message on to our organization.

Thank you for your patience.
John Sparry

----- Original Message ----- 

From: <

To: <

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 10:05 AM

Subject: Albert J. Silberger

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd 
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3, 
> 1946.  Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?  I know 
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.  Unfortunately he 
> passed away  many years ago and I am unable to get this information from 
> him.  If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on 
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.  Thank you, Terry 
> Silberger
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Marcie E. Zielazienski

 to Gene, Jim, Ellen, me, Kenneth, Jerry, Frank 


	
	show details Feb 10 (4 days ago) 
	[image: image136.png]



Reply
[image: image137.png]






Col. Naughton may not have seen this on his computer.  I've copied it out and will be asking him about Albert J. Silberger.  Col. Naughton has an amazing recall, so if he ever met him or knew anything about him, he will remember.
 

Marcie Z.
- Show quoted text -
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Gene Garren

To: 

Cc: 

Sent: Monday, February 09, 2009 6:58 AM

Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

Hello Jim and Ellen. �I have forwarded this email on to Rock Merritt of the 508, and Jerry Newton, and Frank Naughton and his secretary Marcie just in case Albert may have been in the 508, or 507. 

- Show quoted text -
Let's hope we can find something out. � Gene

Begin forwarded message:

- Show quoted text -
From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < Date: February 8, 2009 9:49:35 AM EST
To: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" <
Subject: Fwd: Albert J. Silberger
	- Show quoted text -
�

�

-------Original Message-------
�

From:�John Sparry

Date:�2/6/2009 1:37:30 PM

To:�Family and Friends of the 505 RCT�TERRY SILBERGER

Subject:�Fwd: Albert J. Silberger

�

Does anyone have information regarding Albert J. Silberger?�

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd�
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3,�
> 1946.� Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?� I know�
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.� Unfortunately he�
> passed away� many years ago and I am unable to get this information from�
> him.� If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on�
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.� Thank you, Terry�
> Silberger

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From:�TERRY SILBERGER�< 
Date: Fri, Feb 6, 2009 at 4:47 AM
Subject: RE: Albert J. Silberger
To:� 


No, I have not heard anything back from anyone.� And unfortunately, when I try to get information directly from the Army they tell me all my father's records were destroyed in the St. Louis fire.� Any information at all that you could send would be very much appreciated.

Terry A Silberger





Date: Mon, 2 Feb 2009 19:20:24 -0800
Subject: Albert J. Silberger
From:� 
To:� 

Hello Terry,

I am the webmaster of�www.505rct.org
I have recently changed email address and am going back to make sure I haven't missed anything. Can you please tell me if you have heard back from me previous to this email? If not, I will forward your message on to our organization.

Thank you for your patience.
John Sparry

----- Original Message ----- 

From: <

To: <

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2008 10:05 AM

Subject: Albert J. Silberger

>I found my father's name on the Queen Mary manifest of returning 82nd�
> Airborne 505th Parachute Infrantry Regiment, returning to NY on Januray 3,�
> 1946.� Would you be able to tell me if he was a part of this unit?� I know�
> that he was a paratrooper, we have parts of his uniform.� Unfortunately he�
> passed away� many years ago and I am unable to get this information from�
> him.� If he was not a part of this unit, would you be able to direct me on�
> how to find out about what unit he may have been in.� Thank you, Terry�
> Silberger

�
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Jerry Newton

 to Marcie, Gene, Jim, Ellen, me, Kenneth, Frank 


	
	show details Feb 12 (3 days ago) 
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I just checked all my 507th PIR files and did not find an entry for last name of Silberger. 
 
Phil Nordyke has listing of company rosters on his book web-site for 82nd Airborne units during WWII. They are not 100% complete but worth a look see. 
 
Good luck with your search.
 
Jerry Newton
 
From: Marcie E. Zielazienski [mailto: 
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 7:55 PM
To: Gene Garren; Jim Blankinship; Ellen Peters


Cc: jspar; Kenneth (Rock) Merritt; Jerry Newton; Frank Edward Naughton

Subject: Re: Albert J. Silberger
	-------Original Message-------
 

From: timmermans claude

Date: 2/8/2009 2:33:29 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: battle of the buggle

 

amitiés Claude
http://remember-1944.over-blog.com/
 

	





	


	Bataille des Ardennes-Hiver.pps
5055K   View as HTML   View as slideshow   Download   


-------Original Message-------
 

Hello Everyone:

 

I hope you all are well and staying warm this winter. Had a email from our Dutch friend and F&F member, Frits Janssen with news about the March.........."Footsteps of the 82nd" going on in Belgium this week-end. He said that he picked up Ray Fary & Ellen Peters at the airport in Brussels on Wednesday and brought them to Bra. They drove around a couple of days together with Emile Lacroix and had a good time. 

I talked to Ellen this morning by phone and she said it was snowing and very cold. I am sure our veterans who fought in the Ardennes in the bitter cold of Dec. 1944 will never forget what they had to endure. I am sure all of us will remember the sacrifices they made for us so many years ago. "GOD BLESS THEM ALL".

 

[image: image149]
 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

Veteran was a dedicated member of community | The Herald - Rock Hill, SC
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details 3:33 AM (11 hours ago) 
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	http://www.heraldonline.com/opinions/others_views/story/1138414.html
 

[image: image157]
 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT


Thanks Barry for sharing with all of our Family & Friends. Thanks to you both for your service
to our country and for helping to remind our younger generation what we are so proud of and the sacrifices these men have made in all wars.
 

Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: barryoshea

Date: 3/4/2009 11:34:25 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Cc: Duke Boswell;  Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy;  John Norton;  Henri-Jean Renaud

Subject: MAJ Duke Boswell visits local High School 100+ students

 

FF 505-

 

Enjoy these 8 photos of MAJ Duke Boswell sharing his WW II memories with over 100 high school students at Palmer HS in Colorado Springs, CO on Feb 19, 2009.  Duke and I were READY to provide history lessons and stories of his 4 combat jumps with 505 RCT/82 ABN.  Duke commented to me after this event that he thought this was our best presentation-pretty impressive after 6+ yrs of doing these gigs.  AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY!

 

Barry O'Shea

Colorado Springs, CO , USA

 


----- Forwarded Message -----
From: membership@kodakgallery.com
To: barryosh
Sent: Wednesday, March 4, 2009 7:29:35 AM GMT -07:00 US/Canada Mountain
Subject: Your pictures have been shared!

	Thank you for sharing your KODAK Gallery album! 
Here is a copy of the email that was sent with the album. 

Subject: Duke Photos at Palmer HS 02/19/2009 

	

	[image: image158.png]




	If you can't see the pictures in this email, click here to see it in a web browser:
http://www.kodakgallery.com/I.jsp?c=3lbd0jxd.75ytgztd&x=0&h=1&y=dk2bce&localeid=en_US 


Gracehill in wartime documentary

LOCAL 'living historians' and the village of Gracehill feature prominently in a documentary titled "Over Here" to be shown on Monday, March 9 on BBC1 Northern Ireland at 9pm.

 

http://www.ballymenatimes.com/news/Gracehill-in-wartime-documentary.5042164.jp
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

	From: Ellen Peters [mailto:
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2009 8:38 PM
To: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT'
Subject: Emile Lacroix' s Annual March a Huge Success
 

Emile Lacroix’s 28th annual “In the Footsteps of the 82nd” march was a huge success with from 800 to 1,000 people attending.  There was a large group of British re-enactors in attendance as well as a bunch of American soldiers stationed in Germany.  The Belgian Minister of Defense sent a wreath to be laid at the plaque on the building General Gavin used as a CP.  A major in the Belgian army was there for the wreath laying at the beginning of the march.  Emile is an amazing man and the 82nd Airborne is truly blessed to have a man such as he preserving its memory.  The more I learn about Emile, the more I realize what a fine man he is.  It is a privilege for me to call him my friend.  

 

On February 10, I flew to Detroit, Michigan where I met 80th Abn, AA veteran, Ray Fary.  We managed to get seats across the aisle from each other on the plane and Ray had me enthralled with story after story until I could no longer keep my eyes open and I had to take a nap.  He brought along all kinds of document copies and photos which really enhanced the stories.  He told me 

 

Upon arrival in Brussels, our Dutch friend, Fritz Janssen and his brother, Teo, picked us up.  It was cold, cold, cold in Belgium, but this year I was prepared.  Last year I nearly froze half to death, so this year I brought my heavy winter coat, hat, gloves, and scarf.  Everyone else was wearing jackets!  Of course, I had come from nearly spring like weather in Texas, so the cold was a shock to my system.  

 

We drove to the home of Ida and Joseph Fourgon of Bra, Belgium.  Ray met Joseph for the first time when he spent a couple of nights at his home over Christmas in 1944. He had his gun set up right outside Joseph’s home.  Joseph was a child of 12 or 13 at the time.  They next saw each other in the 1970’s when Ray made his first trip back.  Since then, he has stayed at Joseph’s home many times.  I found it interesting to note that these two men have had this incredible friendship which spans more than 30 years, yet they have never had an actual conversation as Joseph does not speak English and Ray does not speak French.  

 

We had a lovely visit at Ida and Joseph’s home.  Nicole and Pol Meunier arrived as did our good friend, Anne Marie Lemort.  Anne Marie is always so full of enthusiasm; it was wonderful to see her again.  During our visit, Joseph brought out many photos and war time artifacts he had found while Ida served us real Belgian waffles.  The artifacts included a 57mm shell casing, a 20 mm shell casing, a gammon grenade found in his garden a few years ago,  and the helmet liner of a 507th trooper with the trooper’s name and serial number clearly visible inside it.  I have forwarded this information on to Col. Frank Naughton of the 507th to see if we can find out some information about this trooper.

 

As Nicole, Pol, and I left Joseph’s home, it began to snow.  It was really coming down.   We drove to Nicole and Pol’s beautiful home in Remicourt, where we drank a few glasses of Pommeau, and ate a lovely quiche dinner.   I was unpacked and in bed by 10:00 PM.  I was really tired.  

 

On Thursday morning, it was really snowing. We drove to Joseph’s home in Bra where we met Emile, Fritz, and Teo.  The whole way to Bra, I was hanging out the car window taking pictures of the beautiful scenery.  Shortly after we arrived, a film crew from the U.S. army showed up to interview Ray about his war time experiences.  We all went to Trois Ponts to lay wreaths on the 80th AA and 505th Monuments there.  Ray and I laid the 505th wreath together and Ray laid the 80th AA wreath.  As we lay the wreath on the 505th monument, I couldn’t help but think of my dear friend, Bob Murphy.  The wreaths were absolutely gorgeous and a gift from Frits Janssen’s Dutch association.   It really touched my heart to see this fine Dutch association provide the wreaths to be laid on monuments in Belgium.  

 

After the wreath laying, we walked down to street to look for Ray’s friend, retired U.S. Army Col. Mike Emerson, who now lives in Trois Ponts and owns a bakery.  We ran into him at the veterinarian’s office where he and his wife were getting their dogs and cats vaccinated.  He and Ray had a brief visit and then we drove over to the Salm River to go over the area where E Co. made their valiant stand and Lt. Jake Wertich and Cpl. Stokes Taylor of the 80th AA Btn. lost their lives. The film crew interviewed Ray at the site where it is believed the 57 mm gun was set up.  

 

Next, we drove to Cheneux.   Ray showed us the exact location of his gun.  It was very interesting.  Then we drove to Coo and ate a lovely lunch at a restaurant there.  After lunch, we went to museum at La Gleize.  While the film crew interviewed Ray, Frits, Teo, and I toured the museum.  

 

Friday morning, when we arrived at Ida and Joseph’s home, Pascal Hainaut and his lovely wife, Nathalie, were there as well as Anne Marie.  It was really nice to see Nathalie and Pascal again.  They are such nice people.  A couple of years ago, Pascal wrote a book about Joe Cicchinelli and the 551st PIB.  He used the proceeds to erect two monuments to the 551st.  One at the Noirefontaine Farm and the other at Dairomont that was dedicated at last year’s March.   He gave me a 551st patch.

  

There was yet another film crew at Joseph’s interviewing Joseph and Ray.  This one was made up of two Americans who live in Budapest.  They are doing a documentary on the Battle of the Bulge from the civilian perspective.   We watched while they interviewed Joseph and Ray.  They brought a translator with them from Bastogne, to interpret Joseph’s comments and ask him questions.   This man was also a young child during the war.  Later he and I were talking about all the knocked out tanks and equipment that were left behind as the battle moved on.  He said when his children were young and playing with toy tanks, he told them how he played with the real thing when he was a child!  He also told me that when he returned home from school one day, he learned that his two best friends had been killed when they were playing with a previously unexploded shell.  

 

After the interview at the kitchen table, we all went for a walk around Bra.  We walked to the site of Joseph’s war time home (the home is no longer there) and Ray showed us where he had his gun set up.  While on the walk, a Danish friend, Jurgen Rosenquist joined us.  We walked down to the “Castle” where General Gavin had his CP for a couple of days.  They showed us a home where there is still a shell stuck in one of the outside walls. We also visited an 80th AA monument to Pfc. Jesse Dillon and Pvt. Andrew Matsko.

 

Emile had to leave us to go make the final preparations for Saturday’s march.  Nicole, Pol, and I left Ray at Joseph’s and drove to Diekirch, Luxembourg and toured a truly spectacular museum there.  On the way back, we drove through St. Vith.  The only monuments we could find, were one to the 106th Infantry Division and one to General Eisenhower, however that one was covered in snow and we were unable to see it!

 

Saturday morning we got up at 5:00 AM to arrive in Bra by 7:00.  Nicole and Pol were responsible for selling the tickets to the march.  We met in the banquet hall and a number of re-enactors were already there.  Everyone was eating breakfast that Emile provided for everyone.  People continued to arrive.    I was surprised at the number in attendance due to the weather.  It was very cold and had been snowing ever since I arrived in Belgium, however the day of the march, despite the weather forecast, which called for snow, the weather cleared up somewhat.  The sky was overcast, and there were some snow flurries, however, for the most part, the snow remained at bay until after the march.  I enjoyed myself greeting marchers as they arrived.  I was surprised to see so many familiar faces.  LTC. Maria Eoff, whom I met last year, was there with her friend, Tracy.  Tracy is a Master Sergeant in the army.  Both are stationed in Germany.  Tommy McArdle was there with his group.  It is always wonderful to see Tommy.  French friends, Nathalie and Fred Tulpin, were there as well. 

 

There was a large group of re-enactors from the U.K. and those guys were really funny.  They seemed to be having the time of their lives.  As they headed out for the march, their leader had them marching in formation.  I think their ages ranged from 14 to 40!  One guy was carrying a 30 cal. machine gun on his shoulder.  Talk about realism!

 

We all walked down the street from the banquet hall to the “Castle” where Claire Naveau (the owner of the castle), Ray, Anne Marie Lemort, and the Belgian army Major laid a wreath beneath the plaque stating that General Gavin had used the building as his CP.  Family and Friends member, Tommy McArdle, said a few words explaining the situation at the time and Emile spoke to the French marchers.   A wreath was also laid at an 80th AA monument in Bra.

 

After all the marchers had left, Nicole, Pol, and I drove to Villettes where they had already begun setting up for the lunch.   Marchers started drifting in.  It was there that I ran into mu Dutch friend, Frenk Derks van de Ven, whom I met at last years march.  It was wonderful to see him again.  He brought me some delicious cookies from Holland.  He and his friend drove over that morning and drove back right after the march.   It was fun visiting with the various marchers as they came trickling in.   When the last of the marchers passed through Villettes and continued on the march, we returned to the banquet hall in Bra to wait for them to return and hand out the certificates.  Jeannie Melcher and Jan Bos of Holland arrived and set up to sell various items they had brought.  I bought an 82nd Airborne hat from Jeannie and a DVD on the history of the 376th PFAB from Jan.  I had a nice visit with them and it was really great to see them again. 

 

After the march, there was a memorial service for Bob Murphy at the local church.  Several people marched in carrying various flags.  Tommy McArdle carried the 82nd Airborne flag.  The service was lovely with two priests officiating.  Claire Naveau spoke as did Emile.  The service was all in French.  I didn’t understand a word, but it was beautiful.  Communion was offered at the end of the service.  A slide show was shown during part of the service with the title sheet stating, “They were all young boys and we will never forget them.”  The photos were all war time photos and I was surprised at the number of photos I recognized.  

 

We returned to the banquet hall in Bra for the annual banquet.  It was a lot of fun.  LTC Maria Eoff got some of the troopers up on the stage with her to sing the All American Soldier song.   Tommy McArdle and his group joined them.  Everyone in the hall joined in.  At the end of the song someone yelled “AIRBORNE” and the rest of the hall shouted “ALL THE WAY”.  When Ray stood up to leave, he received a standing ovation from the banquet attendees.  The next day, he told me that when he left the Friday night dinner (I did not attend this), everyone began to chant, “Ray…Ray…Ray…Ray…”.  He said he was not coming back without another veteran to share all the attention!  The banquet  was a lot of fun and a very late night.  

 

Sunday morning we all met at Joseph’s house in Bra.  Emile was there as well as Ann Marie and Pascal.  We all went to the medical evacuation site.  These were the people who evacuated Ray when he was so ill in 2007.  Emile was making his annual donation from proceeds of the march to them this year.  He gave the donation to Ray and Ray presented it to the helicopter pilot.  He was very grateful to receive such a kind and generous donation.

 

We drove to Baraque de Fraiture, site of the famous Parker’s Crossroads, where we met Maria and Tracy at a café there.  We enjoyed a cup of coffee and drove to Baugnez and the site of the Malmedy Massacre memorial.  One of the stories Ray told me on the plane over was about finding a dead German outside St. Vith and finding papers on him that belonged to an American soldier.   Years later, when Bob Burns was visiting Ray they looked up the guys unit and discovered that he was one of the soldiers murdered in the Malmedy Massacre.  While visiting the memorial, we all took pictures of Ray pointing to Sgt. Snyder’s name on the wall.   Then we walked down to the museum where we had a lovely lunch at the museum restaurant.   Maria and Tracy seemed to enjoy listening to Ray’s stories.  As soon as he finished one story, I was telling him, “tell them this story – tell them that story.”  

 

Nicole, Pol, and I left the others to tour the museum as we had toured it the previous year.   They took me around to various Battle of the Bulge battle sites that I was interested in seeing.  We visited Butchenbach, Bullingen, Krinkelt, Rocherath, and Elsenborn Ridge.  

 

That night, Pol told me a story about American troops, who stayed in his family’s home when Belgium was liberated in September, 1944.  Men of the 531st Engineer Shore Regiment stayed there.  One of the soldiers bought a crèche for Christmas.  He was unable to leave with it when it left, so he left it at Pol’s home.  Pol and Nicole still put the crèche out every Christmas.  They also showed me some Christmas tree ornaments left there by soldiers at the same time.  They still put the ornaments on their tree every year, however due to breakage over the years; they only have two ornaments left. 

 

Monday morning, Nicole, Pol and I drove to Waterloo to tour the battlefield sites there.  We visited the house, now a museum, where Napoleon had his CP for a couple of days prior to the battle.  We visited a place called “La Belle Alliance” and stood on the exact place where Napoleon stood and viewed the battle.  We also, visited the site where Wellington viewed the battle.  It was very interesting.  Emile and Ray met us in a restaurant and we had a couple of beers, then we went to the Battle of Waterloo museum where we saw a video all about the battle.  It was very interesting.  We also toured a wax museum.  In one of the scenes with Napolean’s officers standing around a table looking at a map, the officers are all wearing the French Legion of Merit medal.  That is the same medal our WWII veterans are entitled to receive. In my photos, the medal is plainly seen hanging from a red ribbon.   After our visit to the wax museum, we climbed the 226 steps to the top of the Lion’s Hillock, an artificial hill constructed after the battle with a large lion on top.  

 

That evening we all drove to Brussels and had dinner at the hotel restaurant where Ray and I stayed that night prior to returning home.

 

Tuesday morning, Ray and I ate breakfast in the hotel restaurant and then took a taxi to the airport.  We flew to Amsterdam where we parted company as we were on different flights back to the U.S.  I arrived home late Tuesday night.

 

My photos from the trip can be seen at www.eeptx.phanfare.com
 

Airborne All The Way – Ellen Peters
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Jim Blankenship

 to Family 


	
	show details Mar 8 (10 days ago) 
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: john mccann

Date: 3/8/2009 7:41:06 AM

Subject: Upcoming BBC N Ireland Documentary.

 

Dear Friends,

 

Below is the link to the trailer for the BBC NI Documentary 'Over Here' that I worked on last year.  Not sure when it will be available for viewing in the USA.

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/tv/programmes/over_here/
 

John McCann.



	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 3/8/2009 8:03:49 AM

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/story/136362
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT
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Family & Friends 505 RCT

 


	
	show details Mar 9 (8 days ago) 
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 3/9/2009 5:09:58 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Thank your heroes while you have the chance | Opinion | eastvalleytribune.com
 

Reading about John Clancy brought tears to my eyes.  He was a dear, dear man and will be greatly missed.

 

Ellen

--- On Sun, 3/8/09, Family & Friends 505 RCT < wrote:

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
Subject: Thank your heroes while you have the chance | Opinion | eastvalleytribune.com
To: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" < 
Date: Sunday, March 8, 2009, 7:03 AM

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/story/136362
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 




-------Original Message-------
 

From: Michael Kellam

Date: 3/12/2009 5:29:40 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Airborne Awards

 

Congratulations, Ellen!

You have an amazing energy and passion for honoring our veterans and I can't imagine a better person to be awarded!

Michael Kellam
- Hide quoted text -


Family & Friends 505 RCT wrote: 

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/5/2009 3:45:57 PM

To: 

Subject: Airborne Awards

 

Family & Friends: I'm pleased to announce that the BOD has named Ellen Peters, our Secretary-Treasurer, as the "Volunteer of the Year" for the Airborne Static Line Award for 2008-- and she has accepted!
As most of you know, Ellen has been with Family & Friends from the start and has been a tireless and devoted member and officer. She is a fixture at our reunions and particularly important to our great success in Dayton. She has been a great personal friend to fellow Texans Otis Sampson and Ed Sayre, as well as a helping hand and soulmate to so many of the veterans who come to the 505 reunions. She is has steady head with our books and maintains the rolls. Moreover, these past few years, she has been a prominent representative of the FF505RCT Assn in Normanday and Belgium. On her latest trip to the Ardennes to participate in Emile LaCroix's "March in the Footseps of the 82nd Abn" she and Ray Fary, one of our Veteran Liaisons, took time out to place wreaths at the Memorials in Trois Ponts to the 505 PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGIMENT'S Roll of Honor and the 80th AA's KIAS in Trois Ponts.
I think it is safe to say that in 2008, Ellen distinguished herself above any other volunteer--and we have many who devote much time and energy.
Please join me in Congratulating Ellen and wishing her a great weekend in April in Atlanta as she accepts her most well deserved award.
Bob Burns, Pres.
FF505RCT Assn. 




 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 3/2/2009 7:11:39 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Fw: Re: Fw: March in the Foot steps

 

	Jim,

 

Emile sent me the attached photos that he has received from the march.  Great photos.  I thought you might like to share them with F&F.

 

Ellen





10 attachments — Download all attachments   View all images   
	


	P2140059.jpg
301K   View   Download   


	


	P2140063.jpg
275K   View   Download   


	


	P2140065.jpg
275K   View   Download   


	


	P2140093.jpg
321K   View   Download   


	


	P2140108.jpg
305K   View   Download   


	


	P2140195.jpg
358K   View   Download   


	


	P2140236.jpg
237K   View   Download   


	


	P2140254.jpg
319K   View   Download   


	


	P2140258.jpg
203K   View   Download   


--- On Thu, 3/12/09, Otis L Sampson < > wrote:
From: Otis L Sampson <
Subject: To Ellen Peters I know it will gt there to Family of Friends
To: "Ellen Peters" < >, "Ellen Peters" < 
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2009, 9:47 PM

Dear Family of Friends. Truer words could not be spoken of my friend Ellen Peters, she is outstanding, I am so glsd they have finaly recognized her for what she is,  I am so glad to have her as my friend, I have a wonderful wife I got her straight off the boat from Wales England and she has made me a good wife, I am not from Texas but Massachusetts where we had the climates ,The wounds I received in the war I needed a warm climate and headed for Florida but they did not take care of my wounds and I went on to California where they did at the Long Beach Navel Hospital and they wondered why I was left in the condition I was. After an operation on my stomache I started living again.  I have always thought well of Texas, but it was Idaho I roamed so much in when going west after serving in the United States Cavalry and many other western states as I rode the rails with the great Ameican Hobo of that day in the mid thirtys, what memories. I always tried to make my life an  interesting one so when I got old I could look back on it all, I used to wish I had been born in the early west the days of the fast gun but then Perl Harbor came on and if I had I would not have been the age for that war, it has made my life for that is the kind of life I wanted to live to do something for my country in need, it all panned out for me,the friends I have made, the wonderful children I have had I know they love me and see to my needs now.  I find myself thinking strong of my father and feel he was there with me during the war, I always felt I was suited for the airborne as I knew  I had  the wisdom to out wit the enemy in his own territory and that is as far as it got till just a couple of months ago and the feeling came on me strong. Of how lucky I had been from the teachings of my father on our many nights in the woods on hunting trips when he would teach me how to tell where I was at night by the north star and the Morse on the north of a tree , it was imbred in me for the many night I would be out with him  and wake up under some tree in the night where he had left me wrapped up in a big coat and I would have to find my way home from his teachings, A sickness when he was a boy took his hearing of how the dogs were driving the foxes, and either I or my older brother would be with him to tell him.  He had a 16 gage shot gun that was trimed with gold , it was given to me and I gave it to one of my sons where he has it mounted in his home in Washinton high on a wall where it would be hard for any one to get it down.  When being attached to E Company  when joining the Paratroopers Captain McKinity pared us of in four to find lights well off in the woodedterean.  That was right up my alley and I took off leading with the directions in yards, I took a handful of small stone in one pocket to count my steps, every other one to keep track of the distance  in yards It is most all a loss of memory today but it wasn’t then , I took off looking up into those branches at the north star and at one time I found myself in space falling, I hit a sandy dry creek bed and was not hurt, I lay there to give the others the thrill, I heard one plunk and then another, but not the thirdi turned over and looked up and saw the other man standing on the rim looking down wondering I imagined where we went. We won that light finding by a very large margen and we were all made acting Non coms, I was made a 60 MM Mortar Sergeant, During my Cavalry training they wanted to send me to school for non com  and I did no want it but to be with the horses with a rating of PFC , In the Airborne I wanted to be up there leading as I knew I had the qualifications for it from my early training.  When ratings were given out I was left out, but our Colonel Gavin see to it I was given them back , the Captain at a later date apolajised for his mistake, after I had made a showing in my knowledge in leadership .  from a Sergeant to a Private, then PFC to Coporal and then back with my squad and Sergeant again.  My father had given me the training I was going to need when I was just a small boy. I feel it would have been a loss if our Colonel Gavin had not known his men.  I had great respect for him  He had asked me if I would go back in the ring when I had with drew my name from Boxing  for I did no think I had to fight any man twice in any one toutnamennt I had already knocked him out in one fight and the next bout they had me to fight him again. I figured it was more important in training my men then training for some fight. Once I had made the Championship I would have quite.  It was very important to me to keep up my expert use of the mortar, I new I was good with it and I could put the shells where I wanted them. Now to go back to Ellen Peters she is one good gal , I do love my wife and I do love her too, I’m sure my wife understands, just in a different way as I do the others.  Otis and Marion     

	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 3/14/2009 4:49:12 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming Pascal Hainaut of Houffalize, Belgium to Family and Friends.  I met Pascal in 2008 at Emile's "In the Footsteps of the 82nd" march.  We renewed our acquaintance this year.  Pascal is a great friend of the Airborne.  He has written a book about 551st veteran, Joe Cicchinelli.  Pascal is also a great friend of Howard Manoian and has visited him in Manassas.  Pascal is also an annual visitor to Normandy where he and his lovely wife, Nathalie, rent a house in St. Marie du Mont.  I have attached photos of Pascal with Howard and Ray Fary.

 

Ellen Peters - Secretary/Treasurer
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 3/14/2009 7:52:05 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: New Member

 

Please join me in welcoming new member Mark Kurisko.  Mark is the grandson of Paul T. Kurisko of Hq. 1st.  

 

Ellen Peters - Secretary/Treasurer



	-------Original Message-------
 

Subject: 2009 F&F 505RCT Reunion

 

Our 2009 F&F 505RCT Reunion has been finalized. The reunion will be held Aug. 27-30 at the Courtyard Marriott, Federal Way, WA 
This is the Seattle/Tacoma area. Thanks to the hard work of our Family & Friends President, Bob Burns, the details have been worked out.
It will be great to visit the great Northwest area of our country. Details of the reunion will be upcoming as they are worked out. We hope many of our members will attend and enjoy this special event. Please send in the enclosed registration as soon as possible if you plan to attend. As always, in the event you are unable to attend, your registration fee will be returned. You do not want to miss this chance to fellowship will our Airborne Veterans.
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 REGISTRATION FORM

2009 REUNION

505 RCT ASSOCIATION

(And Family & Friends of the 505 RCT Association)

August 27 - 30, 2009

Fort Lewis, WA

Registration Fee:
$85.00 per Person 

Checks only, payable to F&F 505 RCT Association, mailed with Registration Form, to Ellen Peters, 3630 Townsend Dr., Dallas TX 75229-3805.  

Name (s):

______________________________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________________________________




______________________________________________________________




______________________________________________________________

Telephone: 

______________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:


  _____________________________________________________________

Unit/Affiliation:
_______________________________________________________________




_______________________________________________________________

No. of Attendees:
_________   

Arrival Date:

______________________   Departure Date:  ________________________

Special Need (handicap accessibility, wheelchair, etc.): ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact:  _________________________________________________________________

Hotel: Courtyard Marriott   Federal Way, WA  800-321-2211 or 253-529-0200.  Be sure and tell them you are part of the “Family and Friends of the 505 RCT Reunion Group”.  To receive the discounted rate of $108.00 a night, you must reserve your room by August 6, 2008.  The hotel has an airport shuttle service.  Once you have picked up your bags, call the hotel and let them know to send the shuttle.

REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE REUNDED IN FULL IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND.

Subject: PHONE NUMBER FOR RESERVATIONS
 

NOTE:  THIS IS THE PHONE NUMBER TO USE TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION FOR OUR 505RCT REUNION AUG. 25-30 IN SEATTLE.
  

 

REGISTRATION FORM
2009 REUNION
505 RCT ASSOCIATION
(And Family & Friends of the 505 RCT Association)
 
August 27 - 30, 2009
Fort Lewis, WA
 Hotel: Courtyard Marriott  Seattle Federal Way, WA 800-321-2211 or 253-529-0200.  Be sure and tell them you are part of the “Family and Friends of the 505 RCT Reunion Group”.  To receive the discounted rate of $108.00 a night, you must reserve your room by August 6, 2008.  The hotel has an airport shuttle service.  Once you have picked up your bags, call the hotel and let them know to send the shuttle.
 
REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE REFUNDED IN FULL IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND.  

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************
REGISTRATION FORM

2009 REUNION

505 RCT ASSOCIATION

(And Family & Friends of the 505 RCT Association)

 

August 27 - 30, 2009

Fort Lewis, WA

 
Registration Fee:      $85.00 per Person 

 

Checks only, payable to F&F 505 RCT Association, mailed with Registration Form, to, 3630 Townsend Dr., Dallas TX 75229-3805.  If you are not a veteran of the 505RCT or a member of Family & Friends please send an additional $10 membership fee to Ellen Peters to the address above.

      
  AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT
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	http://www.army.mil/-news/2009/03/31/19042-robots-reduce-risks-for-paratroopers/
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT


-------Original Message-------
 

From: rjburns

Date: 4/6/2009 3:22:32 PM

To: f

Subject: Fwd: obituary=Carson Shirley

 




-----Original Message-----
From: tommy taylor <
To: rjburns
Sent: Mon, 6 Apr 2009 2:36 pm
Subject: Fw: obituary

	Carson Shirley


Saturday, April 4, 2009 11:44 PM CDT/

Print this story <http://www.bgdailynews.com/articles/2009/04/05/obituaries/obit3.prt> | Email this story <http://www.bgdailynews.com/articles/2009/04/05/obituaries/obit3.eml> | <http://www.bgdailynews.com/rss/> | 
SCOTTSVILLE — Carson Shirley, 88, died April 3, 2009, surrounded by family at his Scottsville home.

The Turkey Neck Bend native was born on April 8, 1920, and was a husband, father, grandfather and wonderful loving friend. He lived in the Tompkinsville area until his deployment with the 82nd Airborne Division where he served his country in seven campaigns in Africa and Europe. His many colorful stories of his time in service will remain in the memories of many20and bring laughter at a time of sorrow. Upon his return from war, he met and married his wife, Doris, and spent 63 years together through thick and thin, moving back from Michigan to his home state after retiring from Harper Woods Fire Department in 1975. His eye for natural beauty and nature and his great talent for fine woodworking were reflected in his work and will be a cherished memory. He was an active member of Scottsville Baptist Church, serving as deacon for many years and involving himself in whatever capacity he could. He touched many lives through his Christian service. He was born to the late Thomas Benton Shirley and Ruth Berselia Richardson Shirley. He was preceded in death by a daughter, Patti Shirley; and a brother, Edward Shirley.

A memorial service is at 2 p.m. today at Scottsville Baptist Church, with visitation at 1 p.m. T.W. Crow & Son Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Memorial contributions may be sent to Hospice of Southern Kentucky or Scottsville Baptist Church Building Fund.

Online condolences can be made at www.twcrowfuneralhome.com <http://www.twcrowfuneralhome.com>.

Survivors include his wife, Doris; a son, Tom Shirley and his wife, Sabrena, of North Carolina; a daughter, Leslie Spencer and her husband, Dave, of Michigan; friends and family, Cady Shirley-Ruff and her husband, Mike, of Georgia, Kris Martin of Michigan, Barb and Frank McGo wan of Michigan; Carson’s dog Barney whom everyone in Scottsville knows; and seven grandchildren, Zeno Martin, Skai Martin, Emmy Shirley, Graham Shirley, Carson Young Shirley, Matthew Spencer and Alyssa Spencer who will sorely miss their grandpa.


From: rjburn
Date: 4/6/2009 2:29:48 PM

To: ff505

Subject: TAPS

 

Family & Friends: I received bad news from Tommy Taylor in Virginia that Carson Shirley, a corporal In D Battery, 80th AA Bn, 82nd Abn passed away this past Friday after a brief bout with cancer. A memorial service was held at the Scottsville Baptist Church, Scottsville, KY. this past Sunday.
Carson was an original member of M Company, 325th Infantry, 82nd Inf Division when it was activated in 1942 at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. When the 82nd went Airborne, the many of the men of M Company were to soon become D Battery of the newly created 80th AA Bn, a glider outfit sporting .50 caliber MGs. One of his best buddies in the outfit was Stokes Taylor(DCS), Tommy's grandfather. Carson spent time with HQ battery and the motor pool of D battery where lifelong friendships were made with men like Frank Oder and Lindsey Hayes.
Tommy and I agree that Carson had a great memory and while he was a retired fireman from Michigan, he could have easily been a gossip columnist as he seemed to have a scoop on everyone in the battery. Tommy kept regular contact with Carson and visited him in Scottsville, where Carson lived with his wife Doris at his self-built home on a lake at the end of a long dirt road.
During the war, even the motorpool men faced danger with the 82nd. In Italy, while the Division and the 80th AA mostly rested and had police duties, all the drivers in the 80th AA and their Jeeps were on loan to the 504 which was involved in action against the Germans. That meant delivering ammo, supplies and wounded men to and from the battlefield, being chased by .88MMs. In Normandy, similiar duty dropping off AT guns or picking up lost or damaged ones from all the batteries could take you into some hotspots with a mate or two. 
I recall the first conversation I had with Carson about six years ago. He was direct and reassuring. When I identified myself and related that perhaps he remembered my father, he said" Ed Burns, he was a replacement, that little fella with the Brooklyn accent, right? I assured Carson dad was little (5-7, 130 lbs) but to a non-New Yawker, his accent might be construed as 'Brooklyn', but he had an Upper East Side of Manhattan accent...(more like James Cagney than William Bendix.). I also noted that dad was not a replacement, that he went overseas with the 82nd. Carson corrected me..."your dad joined us in Ft. Bragg, he wasn't with us at Camp Claiborne"" which was absolutely true.  Apparently the heat of Louisiana forged strong bonds. Before I could wonder what this slight difference could have meant within the relationship of men in the battery, Carson volunteered..."He had a lot, alot of friends in the outfit. When we were depressed and in our darkest moments, your father could always say or do something that would make us laugh."
Carson, I hope you and so many of your friends in the outfit who have gone before you,are sitting around with dad, laughing up a storm.
Anyone who would like to send condolences or drop a note to Carson's family can do so: Mrs Doris Shirley, 306 Hurricane Road, Scottsville, KY 42164.
Bob Burns, Pres.
FF505RCT Assn

Bruce:
I forwarded the emails and photos you sent to our membership as soon as they were received.
[image: image198]
 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: BBGClarke

Date: 4/8/2009 10:30:16 PM

To: ff505rc

Subject: Re: The Panther Newsletter

 

I have to admit to being saddened by the lack of coverage of two events that I provided extensive information and pictures on.

1.  The dedication last May of the LTC Arthur F. Gorham  Headquarters building at Fort Bragg--the Headquarters of 1-505 PIR.

2. The ceremony outside of Gela, Sicily last July in honor of those 82nd Airborne soldiers killed near Ponte Dirrilo.

I have often complained about the focus of ff505 on D Day and Europe, but I am only a voice in the wilderness.  D Day would not have been possible without those lessons learned in Sicily!

 


Bruce B. G. Clarke

Son of LTC Arthur F. Gorham, First Commander of 1-505 PIR and recipient of 2 DSCs.
Colonel, US Army (ret)
785 550-8653
Author of Expendable Warriors: The Battle of Khe Sanh and the Vietnam War
See http://www.expendablewarriors.com/

FOR THOSE WHO FOUGHT FOR IT, FREEDOM HAS A FLAVOR THE PROTECTED SHALL NEVER KNOW.
From the wall of a bunker at Khe Sanh

 

In a message dated 4/8/2009 7:20:54 P.M. Pacific Daylight Time, ff505 writes:

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: John Sparry

Date: 4/8/2009 10:08:39 PM

.
Subject:The Panther Newsletter

 

Hello all,

The Panther is up on the website. http://www.505rct.org/panther/panther.asp
Sorry for the delay. 
Great job putting it together Don, as always. Thank you Jude for digitizing it.

John Sparry


From: Joseph Schwan
Date: 4/9/2009 10:24:17 PM

To: Subject: FW: To My Friends.......

 

FOR ALL MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  HAPPY EASTER!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
From: dwmderby

Date: 4/10/2009 7:56:20 AM

To: Family & Friends  Jim Blankenship

Subject: Easter Greetings

 

Dear Jim: Our Easter Greetings to all our many friends in the 505 RCT and Family &
Friends; and we hope there are mny more to come. the McKeage Family
From: timmermans claude
Date: 04/11/09 02:11:40

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: happy easter

 

Happy Easter to all members of Family and Friends and their families

Claude Timmermans

http://remember-1944.over-blog.com/
From: Janice Silver
Date: 4/11/2009 3:15:55 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Easter

 

To all my "new friends of the 505th", I wish for you a most wonderful and blessed Easter with your family and friends.  I look forward to seeing all of you again at the reunion in August.

 

Jan Silver

From: tialm
Date: 4/11/2009 4:28:42 PM

To: ff505rct

Subject: Joyeuses Pâques

 

Happy Easter , JOYEUSES PAQUES to all Family & Friends members and their families.
 

Warm regards
 

Anne & Bruno Junior
Calais - France
	Subject: Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

 

It is with great pleasure for me to announce Ellen Peters, Family & Friends Secretary/Treasurer, was presented The 2009 Family & Friends of the 505RCT Association Volunteer of The Year Award at the Static Line Airborne Awards in Atlanta. She richly deserved this honor as she has 
been a tireless worker and representative for F&F both here and abroad. 
We would also like to wish her a very Happy Birthday today.
Congratulations Ellen.
 

 

[image: image199]
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

The 505 Regimental Combat Team  82nd. Airborne Division 

“…early on I learned that when I gave the 505 a job to do, 
it would be done and with little or no direction on my part. 
I have no doubt that, based on its record, the 505 was the 
best parachute regiment to come out of World War II.”
– General Matthew B. Ridgway
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Gene Garren

Date: 4/15/2009 3:18:14 PM

To: Jim Blankinship

Cc: Ellen Peters  Jan Silver  Rock Merritt  Troy Palmer Barry Deere  Jerry Newton  Joe Murchison;  Joe Chesnut

Subject: Re: Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

 

Hello Ellen.  Congratulations and happy birthday.   Your award is well deserved.  The F&F 508 PIR is also very grateful for all you have done.  Although you are a relative late comer to the Veterans of Normandy and WW-II organizations and ceremonies, you have made up for lost time very fast.  We treasure all your wonderful support to all veterans, and your sincere dedication.  It is a great credit to who you are,that you honor our fallen and other WW-II heros who helped save the world. 

God Bless you.  Gene Garren

On Apr 15, 2009, at 11:59 AM, Family & Friends 505 RCT wrote:

It is with great pleasure for me to announce Ellen Peters, Family & Friends Secretary/Treasurer, was presented The 2009 Family & Friends of the 505RCT Association Volunteer of The Year Award at the Static Line Airborne Awards in Atlanta. She richly deserved this honor as she has 
been a tireless worker and representative for F&F both here and abroad. 
We would also like to wish her a very Happy Birthday today.
Congratulations Ellen.
 

 

<sg-0.gif>

 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

The 505 Regimental Combat Team  82nd. Airborne Division 

“…early on I learned that when I gave the 505 a job to do, 
it would be done and with little or no direction on my part. 
I have no doubt that, based on its record, the 505 was the 
best parachute regiment to come out of World War II.”
– General Matthew B. Ridgway
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 4/15/2009 1:56:33 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

 

Great, Ellen, you deserved so much this award for all the work you made and the support you gave to the 82nd Airborne old troopers and participation to all actions in their memory.
By the same occasion I wish you a Happy Birthday
Looking forward to see you again in Normandy
Emile Lacroix and family
.
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2009 5:59 PM

Subject: Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

It is with great pleasure for me to announce Ellen Peters, Family & Friends Secretary/Treasurer, was presented The 2009 Family & Friends of the 505RCT Association Volunteer of The Year Award at the Static Line Airborne Awards in Atlanta. She richly deserved this honor as she has 
been a tireless worker and representative for F&F both here and abroad. 
We would also like to wish her a very Happy Birthday today.
Congratulations Ellen.
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

The 505 Regimental Combat Team  82nd. Airborne Division 

“…early on I learned that when I gave the 505 a job to do, 
it would be done and with little or no direction on my part. 
I have no doubt that, based on its record, the 505 was the 
best parachute regiment to come out of World War II.”
– General Matthew B. Ridgway
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Patrick Elie - www.6juin1944.com

Date: 4/15/2009 12:27:49 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

 

Congratulations Ellen!

---

Patrick Elie - Webmaster

http://www.6juin1944.com
http://www.the-snafu-special.com
 

Family & Friends 505 RCT a écrit :

>

>

> /*Subject:*/ Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

>

> It is with great pleasure for me to announce Ellen Peters, Family &

> Friends Secretary/Treasurer, was presented The 2009 Family & Friends of

> the 505RCT Association Volunteer of The Year Award at the Static Line

> Airborne Awards in Atlanta. She richly deserved this honor as she has

> been a tireless worker and representative for F&F both here and abroad.

> We would also like to wish her a very Happy Birthday today.

> Congratulations Ellen.

>

>

> ?

>  AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

>

>

> Jim Blankenship

> Family & Friends 505RCT

> 

>

> *The 505 Regimental Combat Team  82nd. Airborne Division*

> *“…early on I learned that when I gave the 505 a job to do, *

> *it would be done and with little or no direction on my part. *

> *I have no doubt that, based on its record, the 505 was the *

> *best parachute regiment to come out of World War II.”*

> *– General Matthew B. Ridgway*

>

>

> FREE Animations for your email - by IncrediMail! Click Here!

> <http://www.incredimail.com/index.asp?id=109094&rui=61674279>

> ------------------------------------------------------------------------

>

>

> ------------------------------------------------------------------------

>
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Family & Friends 505 RCT
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: tialm

Date: 4/15/2009 1:21:30 PM

To: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT'

Subject: RE: Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

 

 

JOYEUX ANNIVERSAIRE !  Happy birthday Helen and congratulations for this Award. 
As Jim said you deserve this honor. 
We can't wait to see you again in Sainte Mère Eglise in June to celebrate !
 

Warmest regards.
 

Anne & Bruno Jr - Liliane and Yves 
France
 

 


De : Family & Friends 505 RCT [mailto: 
Envoyé : mercredi 15 avril 2009 17:59
À : Family & Friends 505RCT Membership
Objet : Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year
It is with great pleasure for me to announce Ellen Peters, Family & Friends Secretary/Treasurer, was presented The 2009 Family & Friends of the 505RCT Association Volunteer of The Year Award at the Static Line Airborne Awards in Atlanta. She richly deserved this honor as she has 
been a tireless worker and representative for F&F both here and abroad. 
We would also like to wish her a very Happy Birthday today.
Congratulations Ellen.
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

The 505 Regimental Combat Team  82nd. Airborne Division 

“…early on I learned that when I gave the 505 a job to do, 
it would be done and with little or no direction on my part. 
I have no doubt that, based on its record, the 505 was the 
best parachute regiment to come out of World War II.”
– General Matthew B. Ridgway
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ron Smith

Date: 4/15/2009 6:27:21 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

 

Ellen, 

Congratulations and Happy Birthday.  I can't think of anyone more deserving.  Thank you for all you do for the 505.  

God Bless You,

Colleen Clancy and Family (Daughter of John Clancy)

On Apr 15, 2009, at 9:00 AM, Family & Friends 505 RCT wrote:

 

 

Subject: Ellen Peters awarded Volunteer of the Year

 

It is with great pleasure for me to announce Ellen Peters, Family & Friends Secretary/Treasurer, was presented The 2009 Family & Friends of the 505RCT Association Volunteer of The Year Award at the Static Line Airborne Awards in Atlanta. She richly deserved this honor as she has
been a tireless worker and representative for F&F both here and abroad.
We would also like to wish her a very Happy Birthday today.
Congratulations Ellen.
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 AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY

 

 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

The 505 Regimental Combat Team  82nd. Airborne Division 

“…early on I learned that when I gave the 505 a job to do,
it would be done and with little or no direction on my part.
I have no doubt that, based on its record, the 505 was the
best parachute regiment to come out of World War II.”
– General Matthew B. Ridgway



	-------Original Message-------
 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date: 4/15/2009 8:31:54 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: Fw: Ardennes monuments reworked

 

Emile: That looks great and such a difference. Many thanks to you and your 82nd. Airborne "All American " Jeep Group.
[image: image244]
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-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 4/15/2009 7:41:00 PM

To: FAMILY and FRIENDS 505RCT

Subject: Ardennes monuments reworked

 

Today we started our program of refreshing the bronze plaques on the 82nd Airborne monuments that our club, the 82nd Airborne "All American" J.Grp., now Associated with the 82nd War Memorial Museum of Fort Bragg , had raised in the Ardennes since many years.
Those plaques were blackened by weathering. 
We started the program with the 504PIR monument in Cheneux which was raised in 1984 and succeeded to recover the look the plaque had when new.
The work involve treatmend by acids, washing, new coat of a mixture for rendering the brownish background aspect, sanding manually the letters and patches and finally applying a coat of special varnish. A lot of work but the result worth it.
Now we will continue with all our other 82nd Airborne monuments in Ardennes to be ready for June return trip of 82nd's veterans
Emile Lacroix. 
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From: hjyv.renaud
Date: 4/15/2009 1:10:24 PM

To: Ellen Peters  family & friends

Subject: award

 

Congratulations to Ellen for a so deserved honor. I am looking forward seing her soon at Sainte Mere Eglise D- Day anniversary.                            henri jean Renaud
From: ANDY
Date: 4/26/2009 6:02:50 PM

To: ff505rc

Subject: Clarence (Bud) Ollom 505 RHQ

 

Friends,

 

I just received word that my good friend Clarence (Bud) Ollom suddenly passed away today Sunday April 26, 2009  at Cottage Grove Minnesota. 

 

 Bud made 4 combat jumps and served in Normandy and Nijmegen as Col. Ekmans runner and security. 

 

[image: image252.png]



 

Picture taken last Veterans Day. Bud wearing Panther hat was convalescing from a serious bout with shingles.   RIP my good friend.

 

Information on funeral to follow.

 

Steve Anderson

From: AN
Date: 4/28/2009 12:26:59 AM

To: ff

Subject: Funeral arrangements for Clarence "Bud" Ollom

 [image: image253.png]AIRBORNE
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Friends,
Funeral arrangements for Clarence (Bud) Ollom are as follows:
Roseville Memorial Chapel
2245 Hamline Ave. No
Roseville, Minnesota 55113
651-631-2727
Wake Visitation Sunday May 3, 2009 from 4:00 -8:00 pm.
Funeral Monday May 4th, (Visitation 9-10 am) Services start at 10 am.
Internment at Ft. Snelling National Cemetery May 4th at 11:30 am.
Following the internment food and refreshments will be available at the North St. Paul, VFW
A full obituary notice will appear in the St Paul Pioneer Press Newspaper on Friday May 1st
All who wish to participate as Honor Guards during the Wake please contact Jack Running when you arrive.  Memorials may be sent to the Chapel.  
Steve Anderson
651-653-2210
World War II veteran said he was no hero. He was. - TwinCities.com
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT




From: Frits Janssen
Date: 5/1/2009 10:52:48 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: September exhibition.

 

Hi All,
 

I just want to inform all of you that the location of our exhibition, for the 65th anniversary of Operation Market-Garden, moved to Restaurant 't Zwaantje at Mook. If you have any item or picture we may loan for the exhibition, please let us know.
 

On 17 September we will also reveal a plaque in honor of all the brave men of the 82nd Airborne Division who were willing to pay the ultimate price for our freedom.
 

Please check our website, www.rememberseptember1944.com , for all the details and latest information.
 

Feel free to ask any question.
 

Frits Janssen
Mook, The Netherlands
